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ASSIGNMENT

Doatwopagereview ofChapter8,CitizensRoleinaDemocracy,InSalientissuesin

GovernanceandNigeria’spolitics.

ANSWER

Theterm citizenhasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthatimpliesacertaintypeof

relationshipbetweenthepeopleandgovernment.A citizenisalegalmemberwho

possessesasetofrightsandduties,includingtherighttoparticipateindecisionsthat

affectpublicwelfare.InancientRome,itwasseenasaprivilegetobecalledcitizen

becausethestatuswasnotaccordedtoallinhabitantsoftheRomanEmpire.Slaves,

serfsandsomealienresidentsweredeprivedcitizenshipforracial,politicalorreligious

reasons.Tobeacitizenmeanstoenjoycertainlibertiesandrightsasopposedtothe

slaveswhocouldnotenjoythem.

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredeitherbybirthornaturalisation.A man

becomesacitizenofaparticularstateifhisparentsarecitizensofthatstateorifheis

bornwithintheterritoryofthatstate.Ontheotherhand,theprocessbywhichan

individualvoluntarilychangehis/hercitizenshipofastatetoanotherstateisknownas

naturalisation.Chapter111,section25:1(a)(b)and(c)oftheconstitutionoftheFederal

RepublicofNigeriadefinedcitizenship.Section26(1)to section32stipulatesthe

conditionswhichanypersonthatistryingtonaturalisemustfulfilbeforeheorshecan

beregisteredasacitizenofNigeria.

Citizenshipcanbeperceivedtobemadeupof,orbedividedintocivil,politicaland

socialcitizenship.Civilcitizenshipreferstorightsnecessarytoprotectindividualliberty;

Politicalcitizenship isassociated with participation in thedemocraticexerciseof

politicalpower,eitherasamemberofapoliticalcommunity(voter)orasanindividual

electedbythemembersofapoliticalcommunity(politician);andsocialcitizenship

embodiestheclaim thatcitizensoughttohaveaccesstothoseresourcesthatallow

them toliveacivilizedexistenceinaccordancewiththestandardsprevailinginsociety.

However,aswithsomanyotherconcepts,citizenshipdoesnothavejustone

definition,itmeansdifferentthingstodifferentpeople.Citizenshipisaboutbeingwilling



tocontributetosocialactionaswellastopoliticaldebates,tobewillingtogetinvolved

(Brannanet.al).AccordingtoGlover,hearguesthattherearethreedimensionsof

active citizenship namely;Ethicalcitizenship,Integrated citizenship and Educative

citizenship.Ethicalcitizenshipunderstandsactiveparticipationinacollectivestrike

towardsthepublicgoodasanessentialfeatureofcitizenship.Integratedcitizenship

needsengagementinawidesphereofparticipationthatcangobeyondformalpolitical

practicesandinstitutions.Educativecitizenship,accordingtoDagger(1997),refersto

theprocessthatdevelopsamoral,practicalandintellectualsenseofselfinindividual

whentheypracticetheircitizenship.

Citizen’srightsandlibertiesarethegroundworkofthestatesinceitexiststo

enablementoliveanddevelopfully.Inordertohavethecitizenstohaveashareinthe

runningofhis/hergovernment,agroupofrightsisveryessential.Theserightsarenot

absolutesincetheyarelimitedbytherightsoftheothercitizensinthestate.Rights

entailsomedutiesonthepartofthecitizens.Arightisaprivilegeconferredbylawupon

apersonorgroup.Rightsincludesrighttolife,righttowork,etc.

ThechapterlookedatDemocracy.Democracyisderivedfrom theGreekword

“demos”meaningpeopleand“kratos”meaningrule,whichisruleofthepeople.Thereis

nosingledefinitionofdemocracy,whatcanbededucedfrom theotherdefinitionsare

thatthefundamentalrightsofcitizensisguaranteed,thereisanexistenceofan

independentandimpartialjudiciary,thereisexistenceofruleoflaw,freedom ofpress

andtheperiodicelectionsthatisfreeandfair.

Whilethestateprovidesrightsandliberties,allcitizenshavedutiestothestate.

Citizensarethereforeexpectedtoperform thefollowingresponsibilitiesinademocratic

system.Firstofall,acitizeninademocracyshouldhavethedutytovote.Secondly,a

citizen should be willing to paytaxes,since withouttaxesto fund a democratic

government,therewouldbenodemocracy.Also,agoodcitizenmusthaveadutyto

openthelaw.Fourthly,agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom utteringdestructivecriticisms

butmustbepreparedtoofferconstructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies.Another

pointisthatagoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewiththerightsofother

membersofthecommunity.Lastly,agoodcitizenmustsupportpubliceducationin

everywaypossible,throughthepaymentoftaxes,throughlocalvolunteerefforts,

throughaccordingtothissystem therespecttowhichitshouldbeentitled.


