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Therearemanydefinitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.
AccordingtoAgbaje,apoliticalpartyisagroupofpersonsbondedinpolicyand
opinioninsupportofageneralpoliticalcause,whichessentiallyisthepursuit,capture
andretentionforaslongasdemocraticallyfeasibleofgovernmentanditsoffices.
SomeofthepoliticalthinkerswhodefinedpoliticalpartyareR.GGettel,HermanFiner,
andtherestofthemall.

Somecharacteristicsofpoliticalpartiesare:

 Politicalpartycapturegovernmentalpowerthroughconstitutionalmeanswhich
mustbepeacefulandlawful.

 Theyhavepartymanifestoeswhichguidetheirconductduringandafter
winningelections.

 Theyareguidedbypartconstitutionwhichdirecttheconductofparty

Typesofpoliticalpartiesare:

*Cadreparties:Thistypeofpoliticalpartydrawsitsmembershipfromthe
highestechelonofsocialhierarchyinacountrye.g.doctors,lawyers,lecturers
etc.

*Massparties:Thistypeofpoliticalpartydrawsitsmembershipfromall
sectionsofthesocietyandhavewidemembership.



*Ideologicalparty:Thistypeofpoliticalpartyisformedwithpoliticalideology

*Brokerparty:Thistypeofpoliticalpartyisformedwithmembersdrawnfrom
upperandlowerclassesofthesociety.

Functionsofpoliticalparty

 Organizationofgovernment.

 Goalformation.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowingthegrowthofthe
nationalistconsciousnessandsentimentsandnationalistmovements.The
NationalcongressofBritishWestAfricanterritorieswasformedin1920,the
WestAfricanstudentsUnionin1925andthelagosYouthMovementin
1934.HerbertMacaulay,H.ODavies,ErnestIkoli,NnamdiAzikiwe,Obefemi
AwolowoandothersareprecursorsofpoliticalpartiesinNigeria,wereinthe
forefrontofpoliticalactivitiesandpartyformationinthe1920sand
thereafter.

Earlypoliticalparties1920-1950.

TheNigeriaDevelopment(PartyNNDP)wasregardedasthefirstpolitical
partythatwasformedinNigeria.TheelectiveprincipleintroducedbyClifford
constitutionof1922gaverisetotheformationofNNDPin1923,NNDPwasledby
HerbertMacaulayregardedasthefatherofNigeriannationalism.Theparty
wasformedmainlybyitsleadersanditspoliticalactivitiesandcampaignswere
aidedbyanewspapercalledLagosDailyNewslaunchedin1925.NCNCwas
formedin1944.Itwaslaterre-namedtheNationalConventionofNigeria
citizenin1960whensomepartsCameroonsbrokeawayfromNigeria.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeria1950-1966.

Twomajorpoliticalpartiesemergedbetween1950and1951.Theseare
theActionGroup(AG)andtheNorthernpeople’sCongress(NPC).TheAG
emergedfromtheEgbeOmoOduduwawhichwasformedin1945andhadits
leaderinthepersonofObafemiAwolowoandthemainreasonofAGwasto
provideleadershiptoandcapitalpoliticalpowerintheWesternregion.The
Northernpeople’scongressemergedfromthejam’iyyaMutaneinArewaof
whichitsmainpurposewascombatingignorance,idleness,injusticeinthe
northernregionandcontrolofthegovernmentintheNorth.

Challengesofpre-independencepoliticalparties

*Thepoliticalpartieswerewithoutnationaloutlook.



*Theyplacedmuchemphasisonpersonalitiesratherthanissues.

*Politicalpartydefectionwasweakenedetc.

PoliticalpartiesinthesecondrepublicinNigeria

TheunitypartywasanoffshootoftheActionGroupandtheaimsofthe
UPNwereembodiedinitsfourcardinalpointprogrammeswhichwerefree
educationatalllevels,freehealthservicesforalltheable-bodiedandcitizens
fullandgainfulemploymentforalltheablebodiedandintegratedrural
development.AnotherpartywasthatofNigeriapeople’sParty(NPP)which
recarnatedfromNCNC.Theiraimistoworkistoworktowardsfullemployment
forallNigeriansandtopromoteeconomic,socialandpoliticalequalityofall
sectionsofthecountry,thepartywonthreegubernatorialelectionand
controlledthreestatesnamelyImo,AnambraandPlateau.

PoliticalpartiesinthethirdRepublicNigeria.

GeneralIbrahimBabangidapromulgatedthetransitiontocivilrule
decreethroughwhichtwopoliticalpartieswhereregisteredinaccordancewith
theconstitutionofthefederalRepublicofNigeria.Examplesofthepartiesare
SocialDemocraticParty(SDP)andtheNationalRepublicanconvention(NRC).

PoliticalpartyintheFourthRepublic.

ExamplesofpoliticalpartiesareActionAlliance(AA),AllGrand
AllianceParty(AGAP),AllprogressiveGrandAlliance(APGA)Alliancefor
Democracy(AD)GreenPartyofNigeria(GPN)

Inconclusion,Nigeriaisfacedwithpoliticalpartiesproblemofwhichthe
levelcorruptionisveryhighwhichmadepoliticsacompetitivebusinessalongside
withtheaimorpoliticalprojectofmostNigerianpartieshasbeenthe
developmentof“nationalcake”asasystemofpatronage.Howeverthereis
needtocurbthistrendinotherforthegoodofourcountry,Nigeria.


