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There are many definitionsof political partiesasthe political thinkers.
Accordingto Agbaj e, a political party isa group of personsbonded in policy and
opinion in support of a general political cause, which essentially isthe pursuit, capture
and retention for aslongasdemocratically f easible of government and itsof fices.
Some of the political thinkerswho defined political party are R.G Gettel, Herman Finer,
and therest of themall.

Some characteristics of political partiesare:

> Political party capture governmental power through constitutional meanswhich
must be peacef ul and lawful.

> They have party manif estoes which guide their conduct duringand after
winning elections.

> They are guided by part constitution which direct the conduct of party

Typesof political partiesare:

* Cadre parties Thistype of political party drawsits membership fromthe
highest echelon of social hierarchy in a country e.g. doctors, lawyers, lecturers
etc.

* Massparties Thistype of political party drawsits membership fromall
sectionsof the society and have wide member ship.



* | deological party: Thistype of political party isformed with political ideology

* Broker party: Thistype of palitical party isformed with membersdrawn from
upper and lower classesof the society.

Functions of political party

» Organization of government.
» Goal formation.

Political partiesin Nigeria developed following the growth of the
nationalist consciousnessand sentimentsand nationalist movements. The
National congressof British West African territorieswasformed in 1920,the
West African studentsUnion in 1925 and the lagos Youth Movement in
1934.Herbert Macaulay,H.ODavies, Ernest | koli, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Cbef emi
Awolowo and othersare precursorsof political partiesin Nigeria, werein the
forefront of political activitiesand party formation in the 1920sand
thereafter.

Early political parties 1920- 1950.

The Nigeria Development (Party NNDP) wasregarded asthe first political
party that wasformed in Nigeria. The elective principle introduced by dif ford
constitution of 1922 gave rise tothe formation of NNDP in 1923, NNDP was led by
Herbert Macaulay regarded asthe father of Nigerian nationalism. The party
wasformed mainly by itsleadersand its political activitiesand campaignswere
aided by a newspaper called Lagos Daily News launched in 1925. NONCwas
formed in 1944. | t waslater re- named the National Convention of Nigeria
citizen in 1960 when some parts Cameroons broke away f rom Nigeria.

Political partiesin Nigeria 1950- 1966.

Two maj or political parties emerged between 1950 and 1951. These are
the Action Group (AG) and the Northern people’s Congress (NPC). The AG
emerged fromthe Egbe Omo Oduduwa which wasformed in 1945 and had its
leader in the person of Cbafemi Awolowo and the main reason of AGwasto
provide leadership toand capital political power in the Western region. The
Northern people’scongressemerged fromthe jam’iyya Mutanein Arewa of
which itsmain purpose was combatingignorance,idlenessinj ustice in the
northern region and control of the government in the North.

Challenges of pre- independence political parties
* The political partieswere without national outlook.




* They placed much emphasis on personalitiesrather than issues.

* Political party def ection wasweakened etc.
Political partiesin the second republicin Nigeria

The unity party wasan of f shoot of the Action Group and the aimsof the
UPNwere embodied in itsfour cardinal point programmes which were free
education at all levels, free health servicesfor all the able- bodied and citizens
full and gainful employment for all the able bodied and integrated rural
development. Another party wasthat of Nigeria people’sParty (NPP) which
recarnated from NCNC. Their aimistowork istowork towards f ull employment
for all Nigeriansand to promote economic, social and political equality of all
sectionsof the country, the party won three gubernatorial election and
controlled three statesnamely | mo, Anambra and Plateau.

Political partiesin the third Republic Nigeria.

General | brahim Babangida promulgated the transition to civil rule
decree through which two palitical partieswhere registered in accordance with
the constitution of the federal Republic of Nigeria. Examples of the partiesare
Social Democratic Party (SDP) and the National Republican convention (NRC).

Political party in the Fourth Republic.

Examples of political partiesare Action Alliance (AA), All Grand
Alliance Party (AGAP), All progressive Grand Alliance (APGA) Alliance for
Democracy (AD) Green Party of Nigeria (GPN)

I n conclusion, Nigeria isfaced with political parties problem of which the
level corruption isvery high which made politicsa competitive businessalongside
with the aim or political proj ect of most Nigerian partieshasbeen the
development of “national cake” asa system of patronage. However thereis
need tocurbthistrend in other for the good of our country, Nigeria.



