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                                    CHAPTER 8: CITIZENS ROLES IN DEMOCRACY     

    Citizen means a person owing allegiance to a state in which sovereign power is retained by the people and sharing in the political rights of those people. Therefore, sovereignty resides in and flows from the people in a democracy. It is a type of relationship between the people and the government. A citizen also refers to a person who resides in a nation. However, citizens are entitled to a set or rights and responsibilities. In ancient Rome, being a citizen was considered a privilege because not all inhabitants in Rome could be called citizens. Meanwhile, modern states accord citizens on the whole residents. 

    Citizenship is the status of being a citizen or membership in a community. It can be acquired by birth or naturalization. Citizenship by naturalization is the process by which an individual may voluntarily change his or her citizenship of a state to another state. Citizenship is perceived to be divided into 3; civil, social and political citizenship. Civil citizenship are the rights necessary to protect individual property. Social citizenship entails the claim that citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to live a civilized existence in accordance with the standards prevailing in society. Then, political citizenship can be seen to be participation in the democratic exercise of political power either as a member of a political community or as an individual elected by the members of such a community.

   There are so many definitions of citizenship because of its broad nature. However, a few definitions can be see below:.  

According to Glover, there are three dimensions of active citizenship namely, ethical, integrative and educative citizenship. Hence, ethical citizenship understands active participation in a collective strive towards the public good as an essential feature. Integrative citizenship involves engagement in a wide sphere of participation that can go beyond formal political practices and institutions. Also, educative citizenship according to Dagger, is the process that develops a moral, practical, and intellectual sense of self individuals when they practice their citizenship.

Active participation exposes individuals diverse views and beliefs and deepen their sense of interconnectedness with their fellow community members including people unknown to them. 

    Citizens are entitled to rights which are fundamental for existence and for democracy. Rights a e privileges or prerogatives conferred by law upon a person or group. When a privilege is expressed within the framework or structures of the constitution of the state, it becomes a civil right. Examples of such right include: right or work, right to education, right to life and so on.

    Democracy has been etymologically established to be derived from the Greek word "demos" meaning people and "kratos" meaning rule, hence, "rule of the people". The concept of democracy first emanated from ancient Greece where citizens were free to come together frequently in assemblies which had the power to make law. A direct democracy is a system that enables people or citizens exercise authority themselves. But, the Greek democracy had a limitation where slaves, aliens and so on were excluded from exercising political rights. After the civil war of the seventeenth century, England was the first to advocate the idea that all citizens irrespective of status within the state are entitled to participate in political activities and affairs of the state. Democracy or representative government is also called indirect government. The former president of America, Abraham Lincoln, stated that democracy is the government of the people, by the people and for the people. As a result of the the broad features of democracy, the features of democracy are: freedom of press, periodic election that is free and fair, independent and impartial judiciary and so on.

    Finally, all citizens are expected to fulfill their duties and responsibilities by showing their patriotism to the state and nation. This in turn will ensure an effective democratic government. Some of these responsibilities are: duty to vote, support public education, obedience to the law and so on.                                                                                                                   
