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AREVIEW OFCHAPTER7,POLITICALPARTIESIN

NIGERIA

Politicalpartiesareanessentialfeatureofpolitics

inthemodernageofmassparticipation.Theyareanimportant

linkbetweengovernmentandthepeople.Inthepolitical

processofagivenpoliticalsystem,thepartyisanessential

politicalagency.Thefirstmodernelectoraldemocracywasthe

UnitedStateofAmerica,thefirstpartieswerealsodeveloped

here.Bythe1820s,therewerewellorganizedpartiesandthe

democraticpartywhichcantraceitsrootbacktothattimeis

theoldestpoliticalpartyintheworld.Therearemany

definitionsofpoliticalpartiesasthepoliticalthinkers.

AccordingtoRGGettel,‘politicalpartyisagroupof

citizensmoreorlessorganized,whoactasapoliticalunitand

whobytheuseofpoliticalpoweraim atcontrollingthe

governmentandcarryingoutitsgeneralpolicies’.HermanFiner,

onhispartdefinedpoliticalpartyas‘anorganizedbodywith

voluntarymembership,itsconcertedenergybeingemployedin

thepursuitofpoliticalpower’.JosephLaPalombaradefined

politicalpartyas‘aformalorganizationwhoseself-conscious,

primarypurposeistoplaceandmaintaininpublicofficeperson

whowillcontrolalone,themachineryofthegovernment.

AccordingtoAgbaje‘apoliticalpartyisagroupofpersons

bondedinpolicyandopinioninsupportofageneralpolitical

cause,whichessentiallyisthepursuit,captureandretentionfor

aslongasdemocraticallyfeasible,ofgovernmentandits



offices.

EdmundBurkedefinespoliticalpartyasabody

ofmenunitedforpromotingbytheirjointendeavorsthe

nationalinterestsuponsomeparticularprincipleinwhichthey

areallagreed.Themajorfeatureofpoliticalpartyistocapture

governmentalpowerthroughconstitutionalmeans.Another

characteristicisthatpoliticalpartyshouldbeanorganized

bodybecauseitcanonlyderivestrengthfrom aneffective

organizationalstructure.Theyareguidedbypartyconstitution,

politicalpartymustbenational-minded.Politicalpartyalways

haveabroadprincipleofpublicpolicyadoptedbyits

organization,whichisreferredtoaspartyideology.Thereare

differenttypesofpoliticalpartieswhichinclude;Elitist/cadre

parties,massparties,ideologicalparty,brokerpartyand

charismaticorpersonalityparty.Functionsofpoliticalparty

include;politicaleducation,politicalrepresentation,political

recruitment,politicalstability,interestaggregation,organization

ofgovernment,etc.

PoliticalpartiesinNigeriadevelopedfollowing

thegrowthofthenationalistconsciousnessandsentiments,

andnationalistmovement.TheNigerianNationalDevelopment

Partywasregardedasthefirstpoliticalpartythatwasformed

inNigeria.ItwasledbyHerbertMacaulayregardedasthe

fatherofNigeriannationalism.TheNCNCwasformedin1944.

Itwasthefirstpoliticalpartytobeorganizedtoseektotal

independenceforNigeria.Twomajorpolitiesemergedbetween

1950and1951whichweretheActionGroupandNorthern

People’sCongress.Problemsthatconfrontedpre-

independencepoliticalpartiesarethatpoliticalpartieswere

withoutnationaloutlookandtheyplacedmuchemphasison

personalitiesratherthanissues.

TheNPNwasofficiallylaunchedinSeptember



1978inLagosafterliftingthebanonpartypoliticsbythe

militarygovernment.TheUnityPartyofNigeriaonitsownwas

anoffshootoftheActionGroupanditsmainsupportbaseis

theYorubaland.ThemainsupportoftheNPPthatreincarnated

from theNCNCwastheIgbo.ThemainsupportoftheGNPP

thatwasledbyAlhajiWaziriIbrahim wasKanuri.Political

partiesinthethirdrepublicofNigeriaincludesSDPandNRC.

PoliticalpartiesinthefourthrepublicincludeAD,APP,ANPP,

PDP,APC,ADP,DA,ASD,LP,NFD,PPN,UPC,YP,PPN,NNPP,

etc.Nigeria’spoliticalpartiesfacesomechallengeslikehigh

levelofcorruptionthathasmadepoliticsacompetition.

However,theaim ofmostpoliticalpartiesisthedevelopment

ofanationalsystem forsharingoutthe‘nationalcake’asa

system ofpatronage.


