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CHAPTER8

Sovereigntyresidesinandflowsfrom thepeopleinademocracythehavea

collectiverighttochoosetheirgovernmental,politicalandelectoral

systemsaspartofselfdetermination.Theauthorityofgovernment

likewisederivesfrom thewillofthepeopleintheirchoiceofthesesystems

,andpeoplehavearighttotakepartintheirchoiceofthesesystemsand

thepeoplegaverighttotakepartintheirgovernmentincludingthrough

genuineelectionstodeterminewholegitimatelyoccupygovernmental

offices.

Theterm citizenhasaninherentlypoliticalmeaningthatimpliesacertain

typeofrelationshipbetweenthepeopleandgovernment.Citizenshavea

setofrightsandresponsibilities,includingtherighttoparticipatein

decisionsthataffectpublicwelfare.InancientRome,itwasconsidereda

privilegedstatustobecalledcitizenbecausethestatuswasnotaccorded

toallinhabitantsoftheRomanEmpire.

Citizenshipofastatemaybeacquiredeitherbybirthorbynaturalisation.A

manbecomesacitizenofaparticularplaceifhisparentsarecitizens.

CitizensRights

Individualrightandlibertiesarethegroundworkofthestatesinceitsexist

toenablementoliveanddevelopfully.Theserightsarenotabsolutesince

therearelimitedbytherightsofothercitizensandstate.Rightsentail



somedutiesandresponsibilitiesonthepartofeverycitizen.Arightmay

thereforebedefinedasaprivilegeorprerogativeconferredbylawupona

personoragroup.Whenprivilegeisexpressedwithintheframeworkofa

constitutionandastate,itbecomesacivilright.Importantcivilrightsofa

citizenareinvadedbyanothercitizenorgovernment,heentitledtoseek

redressinthecourtoflaw.

Democracy

Abraham Lincolnperceiveditasthegovernmentofthepeople,bythe

peopleandforthepeople.inmyownunderstandingdemocracyisasystem

ofgovernmentwherethemajorityrule,wherethecitesareallowedto

electedtheirrepresentatives.

Sincethereisnosingledefinitionofdemocracyhowever,whatcanbe

deducefrom variousdefinitionsofdemocracyarethefollowingfeatures

1.thefundamentalrightsofthecitizensisguaranteed

2.independentandimpartialjudiciary

3.existenceofruleoflaw

4.freedom ofpress

5.periodicelectionthatisfreeandfair

Dutiesandresponsibilitiesofcitizensinademocracy

Thereisasayinginfreesocieties,yougetthegovernmentyoudeserve.For

democracytosucceed,citizensmustbeactive,notpassivebecausethey

knowthatsuccessoffailureofthegovernmentistheirresponsibility,and

nooneelse’s.

1.Acitizenindemocracyshouldhavetovote

2.Acitizenshouldbewillingtopaytaxes

3.Agoodcitizenmustobeythelaw

4.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom utteringdestructivecriticismsbutmust

bepreparedtoofferconstructivealternativestogovernmentpolicies.



5.Agoodcitizenmustrefrainfrom interferencewithrightsofothers

membersofthecommunity

6.Citizenmustsupportpubliceducationineverywaypossible,throughthe

paymentoftaxesthroughlocalvolunteerefforts.

Inconclusiondemocracyisasystem ofgovernmentwherethecitizens

directlyelectthegovernmentbyvoting.itisalsodefinedasthesystem of

governmentbythepeopleofthepeopleandforthepeople.

Citizensplayanimportantroleindemocracy.Therewouldbeno

democracywithoutcooperationandcommitmentofcitizens.


