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Chapter 8
Citizen roles in Democracy
Sovereignty stays in and flows from the people in a democracy. They have a collective right to choose their government, political and electoral systems as part of self determination. The authority of government likewise derives from the will of the people in their choice of these systems, and the people have a right to take part in their government, including through genuine elections to determine who will legitimately occupy governmental offices.
These precepts are embodied in the universal Declaration of Human Rights and in modern constitutions the world over. They capture the foundation for the famous formulation that democratic government is "of the people, by the people and for the people."  There is no democracy without the engagement of citizens. Engagement is this both a right and a responsibility of citizens in establishing, developing and sustaining democracy.
A citizen is a member of a political community who enjoys the rights and assumes the duties of membership. Citizens have a set of Rights and responsibilities, including the right to participate in decisions that affect public welfare. In addition to intrinsic democratic value, participation is an instrumental driver of democratic and socio-economic change, and a fundamental way to empower citizens.
Citizenship of a state may be acquired either by birth or by naturalisation.Section 25 of the Nigerian Constitutionexplains in detail those individuals who are eligible for Nigerian citizenship under the category of citizenship by birth. People eligible for citizenship under this category are: Individuals that are born in the territory of Nigeria after 1 October 1960 that have at least a parent or grandparent who belongs or belonged to any community indigenous to the geographical location known as Nigeria.This subsection lays emphasis on the word ‘indigenous’ to Nigeria, which means that you must have blood ties to Nigeria.
Individuals born outside of Nigeria whose parents or grandparents were or are citizens of Nigeria are eligible to apply for citizenship of Nigeria by birth. This subsection deals with citizenship by birth via descent.
Another means of citizenship in Nigeria is citizenship by naturalisation. Section 27 of the Constitution makes provision for this, provided certain requirements are met subject to Section 28 of the Constitution. If the person is confident that they meet the following requirements, a written application is then made to the President applying for a certificate of naturalisation. The requirements are as follows: The applicant must be of full age and capacity (aged 18 and above).The person is of good character. A minimum of two people are needed to testify to this statement; one of the parties should be a religious minister. The person must have shown a clear desire to be resident in the country and the person has to fulfil the residential requirements needed to become a citizen.The person should be capable of contributing to the wellbeing of Nigeria and its citizens­ – for example, the individual is a taxpayer and an actual member of society.The governor of the state of the host community where the person applying for citizenship wants to reside has to confirm the willingness of that community to accept that individual into their fold.The individual has been administered the oath of allegiance prescribed in Schedule 7 to the Constitution.The person must have lived in Nigeria continuously for a period of 15 years preceding the application date. A person who has lived continuously for a duration of 12 months in Nigeria, then over the next 20 years lived in Nigeria intermittently for periods totalling not less than 15 years can also apply if they fulfil the other requirements.
Section 28 of the Constitution makes it clear that a person who intends to acquire Nigerian citizenship by registration or by naturalisation must first renounce citizenship of other countries they may have acquired previously, except citizenship of a country acquired by birth. If a non-Nigerian wishes to be a citizen of Nigeria by registration or naturalisation, they must not retain any previous citizenships unless it was acquired by birth.
For democracy to succeed, citizens must be active, not passive, because they know that the success or failure of the government is their responsibility, and no one else's. In turn, government officials understand that all citizens should be treated equally. Citizens are therefore expected to perform the following responsibilities in a democracy:
A citizen in a democracy should have the duty to vote. There is no point in democracy in which we do not participate. People who are unhappy with their leaders are free to organise and peacefully make the case for change or try to vote those leaders out of office at established times for elections.
A citizen should be willing to pay taxes, since without taxes to fund a democratic government, there would be no democracy. A democracy mist provide for all its citizens and this can be better enabled when citizens pay taxes.
It is the duty of every citizen to lend a hand of co-operation to public officials in the discharge of their duties. Every citizen should try to remove evils and crimes from society by rendering help to the officials concerned.
Every citizen should be public spirited. He should not seek his self-interest and should always be ready to contribute his mite to the welfare of society.
