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CHAPTER SEVEN: POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA
R.GG Gettel defined political parties as a group of citizens more or less organized, who act as a political unit and who by the use of political power aim at controlling the government and carrying out the general policies
There are different types of political parties according to what they represent. They include:
Elitist/Cadre party: the members of this political party include the rich and affluent in the society. In other words, people from the highest echelon in the society. They include business tycoons, Engineers, lawyers, doctors, etc
Mass parties: this political parties draws its membership from different parts of the society without discrimination. They have names such as peoples party, labour party, workers party etc and their manifestoe is usually aimed at alleviating the suffering of the masses
Charismatic or personality party: this is a party formed by people with charisma. Its mmbers are mostly charismatic people with great personalities
Ideological party:  this party is formed with political ideology or benefits from the basses of the party.
Broker party: this party draws its members from the upper or lower class of the society.Political parties have many functions which include:         

a) Political education 

b) Political stability
C) Organization of government
d) Political mobilization and recruitment
e) Political representation
f) Electoral competition and governance
Political parties started in Nigeria following the growth of the nationalist consciousness and sentiments and nationalist movements as a result of the colonial rule. the agitations for self-rule brought about political parties The founding fathers of political parties are Herbert Macaulay, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo etc. There were forms of nationalism such as newspapers which created awareness among the people. The West African pilot by Nnamdi Azikwe, The Lagos daily news by Herbert Macaulay. Before political parties started, there had been different types of associations which were close to what a political party would look like. They include: the national congress of British West Africa territories which was formed in 1920, the West African students union in 1925 and the Lagos youth movement in 1934.

According to ikelegbe, 2010: two political parties emerged between 1950 and 1951. The parties are the action group (AG) and The Northern  People’s Congress (NPC). They both emerged from cultural associations. The action group emerged from the Egbe Omo Oodua while the NPC emerged from JAam’iyya Mutanein Arewa
EARLY POLITICAL PARTIES 1920-1950 
The Nigerian national democracy party (NNDP) was formed in 1923 and was reffered to as the first political party in Nigeria which was brought about by the elective principle in Clifford constitution of 1922. It was led by Herbert Macaulay who is regarded as the father of nationalism.The Clifford constitution of 1922 provided for four(4) elective seats in its legislative council, the Richards constitution of 1946 retained the four(4) elective seats and established regional assemblies. The Macpherson’s constitution established regional executive councils, and provided for a system of indirect elections to the much largely Nigerian legislative houses. 
POLITICAL PARTIES 1950-1966
According to ikelegbe, 2010: two political parties emerged between 1950 and 1951. The parties are the action group (AG) and The Northern  People’s Congress (NPC). They both emerged from cultural associations. The action group emerged from the Egbe Omo Oodua while the NPC emerged from JAam’iyya Mutanein Arewa. The Action Group{AG} to provide leadership and to capture political power in the Western Region and the Northern People’s Congress{NPC}to combat ignorance, injustice etc. in the northern region
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE SECOND REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

The ban on party politics was lifted on September, 1978.  Following that, about 53 political associations sought to contest the 1979 general elections. Only five of these associations were registered by the Federal Electoral Commission and they were the National Party of Nigeria{NPN}, the Nigeria People’s Party{NPP}, the Great Nigeria People’s Party{GNPP}, the People’s Redemption Party{PRP}, and the Unity Party of Nigeria{UPN}.
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE THIRD REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
In the 3rd Republic, General Ibrahim Babangida promulgated the transition to civil rule decree through which two political parties were registered in accordance with the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1989.
POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE FOURTH REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Since the inception of the Fourth Republic, some parties have been registered by INEC. Some parties are: Action Democratic party{ADP}, Action People’s Party{APP}, All Progressive Grand Alliance{APGA}, Alliance for Democracy{AD}, Congress of Patriots{COP}, Democratic People’s Party{DPP}, Liberation Movement{LM}, National Interest Party{NIP}, Nigeria Elements Progressive Party{NEPP}, Peoples Democratic Party{PDP}, We The People Nigeria{WTPN}, Youth Party{YP} and many more. 
