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                           CITIZENS ROLES IN A DEMOCRACY. 

                      Sovereignty resides in and flows from the people in a democracy. They have a collective right to chose their governmental, political and Electoral system as part of self determination also, the authority of government is derived from the people and the people also have rights to take part in governmental affairs. All these functions are written in the universal declaration of human rights and in the modern day constitution all over the world. There is no democracy without the engagement of citizens, citizens engagement is not an abstraction; it takes tangible forms and serves particular purpose to improve people's lives, their engagement also pursue economic, social, cultural and political development. 

                       Barriers to citizens participation are multiple in every country, they can be subtle, obvious, small and formidable. For a full citizenship to be achieved, there must be extinction of barriers whether they are based on gender, race, ethnicity etc Citizens has an inherently political meaning that implies a certain type of relationship between the people and government they also have ser of rights and responsibility. In Ancient Rome, it was a privilege to be called a citizen, there was deprivation of citizenship status as a result of racial, political, religious differences.  

                         Citizenship of a state may be acquired through birth or by naturalisation Incase of Nigeria or by Virtue. Citizenship can be perceived to be divided into civil citizenship, which refers to the rights necessary to protect individual liberty e.g freedom of speech, justice etc. Political citizenship is associated with participation in the democratic exercise of political power, either as a member of of political community e.g voter or individual elected by the members of such a community e.g politicians.  Social citizenship embodies the claim that citizens ought to have access to those resources that allow them to live a civilised existence in accordance with the standards prevailing in society. 

                          If someone volunteers in public service provision or by acting as a governor deciding on a public policy or service e.t.c is active citizenship and there are three dimensions of active citizenship: ethical citizenship here the personal sacrifice that are made and some public 

benefit and are hence, ultimately also enjoyed by the person who  sacrifices. Integrative citizenship needs engagement in a wide sphere of participation that can go beyond formal political practices and institutions.  Educative citizenship according to Dagger (1997) refers to the process that develops a moral, practical and intellectual sense of self in individuals when they practice their citizenship. 

                          Individual rights and liberties are the ground work of the state since it exists to enable men to live and develop fully, in order to let citizens have a share in the running of his or her government, a group of rights is very essential. These rights are not absolute since they are limited by the rights of other citizens in the state.  A right is defined as a privilege or prerogative by law upon a group. Democracy is derived from the Greek word "Demos " meaning people and "kratos " meaning rule that is "rule by the people " 

                           In Ancient Greece, the citizens of city states were free to meet frequently in the assemblies to make law also citizens were free to discuss state affairs, take decisions and exercise political rights. In as much as all these, the greek democracy was a limited one in the sense that it excluded labourers, slaves and aliens from exercising political rights.  The Americans after revolting against England successfully developed democratic ideas and institutions as a way of life. 

                           According to Abraham Lincoln the former American President, defined democracy as government of the people by the people and for the people.  Features of democracy includes: the fundamental rights of citizens are guaranteed, independent and impartial judiciary, existence of rule of law, freedom of press, and periodic free and fair election.  In as much as states provides rights and liberties, all democratic citizens have duties which they must perform to the states. 

                            Some of this duties include: the duty to vote, willingness to pay taxes, duty to obey law, a good citizen must refrain from uttering destructive criticisms but must be prepared to offer constructive alternatives to government policies, a good citizen must not interfere with the properties of other persons or community, a good citizen has the duty to support public education in any way possible.  

                          Citizens play an important role in democracy. There would probably be no democracy without the co-operation and commitment of citizens, citizens must be aware of their rights and responsibilities as without the awareness among the citizens, a government may turn into tyranny. Citizens should participate in every event with full enthusiasm to ensure the survival of democracy and a way of doing this is through citizens ensuring that rulers are accountable. Also, while being critical, citizens must also not lose sight of the pursuit of public interest. A positive attitude should be maintained with the development of the state being the priority. 
