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POLITICAL PARTIES IN NIGERIA (CHAPTER SEVEN)
   In this chapter, the concept of political parties is explained, its characteristics, types, importance and so on. Political parties are an important feature in politics and in liberal-democratic systems, they help in keeping government accountable to public opinion while in autocratic system, they help government maintain its hold on power. These political parties also act as an important link between government and the people. The idea of political parties was developed by politicians as a device to help to help themselves and other like-minded friends get elected. The very first modern electoral democracy was the United State of America where the first parties developed. The Democratic Party is the oldest political party in the world. Then political parties in Nigeria developed following the growth of nationalist consciousness and sentiments and nationalists’ movements in the 1920s. 
    The concept and idea of political parties has been discussed and different definitions of the term has been given by different scholars. A political party therefore, is a group of officials or would-be officials who are linked with a sizeable group of citizens into an organization; a chief object of this organization is to ensure that its officials attain power or maintain power (Shirley, 2008).
     These political parties have their characteristics in which a major feature is to capture governmental power through constitutional means. Also, political; parties must be national-minded in which it must consider the interest of the nation. They should equally be organized as it only derives strength from an effective organizational structure. Political parties have party manifestos that guide their conduct during and after winning elections and they are guided by party constitution that direct the conduct of party officials and members within and outside the government.
    The types of political parties we have are; Elitist/Cadre Parties which draws its membership from the highest echelon of social hierarchy in a country. The Mass Parties draws its membership from all sections of the society and have wide membership. Ideological Party is formed with political ideology which form the bases of the party. There is also the Broker Party with its members drawn from upper and lower classes of the society. Charismatic Party is formed by individuals with charisma. 
Functions of Political Party are; Political mobilization and recruitment, political education, political representation, interest aggregation, political stability, conflict management and political integration, organization of government, provision of alternative government and policies, electoral competition and governance and goal formation.
 As said earlier, the first political party was The Nigerian National Development Party (NNDP) in 1993 which was led by Herbert Macaulay. Then the Nigerian Youth Movement was formed in 1934. The political parties in Nigeria from 1950-1966 were two major political parties; the Action Group (AG) in 1945 which emerged from the Egbe Omo Oduduwa whose leader was Obafemi Awolowo and the Northern People’s Congress (NPC) in 1949 formed by Dr. Dikko, M.Yahaya Gusau, Aminu Kano and Abubakar Imam. These political parties established before independence had some challenges. The political parties were without national outlook, they placed much emphasis on personalities rather than issues, intra-party and inter-party conflicts. 
  Some of the political parties in the second and third republic in Nigeria were; National Party of Nigeria (NPN), Nigerian People’s Party (NPP), The Great Nigeria People’s Party (GNPP), Social Democratic Party (SDP), National Republican Convention (NRC). Many more were later introduced.
