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1. THEMES

 *Bad influence
*Negative Peer pressure Bad/ Indifferent parenting
*Ignorance 
*Social vices
*Acceptance and compassion
*Crime and punishment
*Loss of innocence Overcoming challenges
*Guilt and forgiveness
*The consequences of actions and inaction
*Lack of one's security

        
 THE UNDERLYING THEMATIC THRUST IN THE DRAMA 

*CULTISM:it’s defined as a collection of people coming together on the principle of protecting 
their members and defending their interests.Cultism is practiced in various institutions in Nigeria 
and is a destructive concept in the educational development of tertiary institutions in Nigeria.

In relation to the play Good Morning Sodom,Cultism had led to various consequences and those 
involved in it had to pay  in one way or the other.From this play,we could point out reasons why 
students were involved in cultism which includes:fame,inborn trait of a sadist and influence from 
friends.Diran Demola who had fallen victim paid dearly with his life and was influenced by his 
friend,Nkanga Nwoko who was later sentenced to life imprisonment for murdering Demola and 
had to pay fine for involving in cult activities.As much as they thought they had benefits,the 
consequences had hit them harder and left them with regrets.

*PEER PRESSURE: There are various reasons why people are influenced by their friends. Some of 
which are trying to fit in, be like peers they admire or having what others have.
in the play, Demola was around the wrong circle of friends and this took a toll on him, same with 



the triends keziah had, they led her into the wrong hands.
She wasn't guided by the right set of people even though she came from a disciplined family. 
Demola's friends were bad company because they gave him the wrong advice which was to rape 
Keziah and worst ot all Initiated him into a cult group. Demola had fallen prey because he wanted 
to be like his friends.

*NEGLIGENCE: Failure to exercise appropriate care regarding something or someone. in the play, 
we can spot various parts were parents were oblivious to what was going on in their wards lives. 
Beginning trom Stella who was raped by her Pastor's son and this traumatized her greatly. Her 
Parents were so occupied that they were ignorant of the scar it had left. going on from there, we 
have Demola who had lied to his parents at different occasions. One of which was regarding his 
stay off campus.

*DEPRESSION: A medical disorder that negatively affects how one feels. Keziah was depressed 
after she was raped by Demola. It had affected her whole demeanor and she questioned where 
she had gone wrong. When her parents found out she was pregnant, her Dad, Dr Richard 
became less concerned for her and treated her with contempt. Knowing she was a shame to 
them, her mental health was affected even to the point of her committing suicide. While Demola 
became depressed after he was rejected by Keziah and used drugs to numb the pain.

*RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE. A legal punishment that requires the offender to receive a punishment 
for a crime proportional and similar to its offense.
According to the play, all the cult members had to pay for their crime leaving them imprisoned 
based on the crime they committed. In the case of Nkanga NWOKO, he was to serve life 
imprisonment for the murder of Demola. While Demola had to pay with his own life.
The Parents of this students irrespective of their status, had to watch their children suffer for 
their crimes because they had not given them optimum parental care. Justice had to be served.

*RAPE:This form of sexual assault was exhibited by
Demola who drugged Keziah to fulfill his sexual needs.
Though he was persuaded by his friends, he was still intentional about it and did not seek her 
consent. This act was also carried out on Keziah's roommate, Stella who was raped by her Pastor 
son. This act had adversely affected and traumatized the victims.

DETAILED ANALYSES ON CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

*KEZIAH: A 200 level female undergraduate attending mayflower university. She was well-
disciplined and passionate about her academics. She came from a wealthy and well behaved 
tamily with a good background. Her Parents are Dr and Mrs Richards.
Her roommate are Stella and Mmaobi. Keziah whom was a focused student later falls victim of 



negative peer pressure by her course mates, Ovie and Bunmi who led her into Demola's trap. 
Keziah was an only child who became depressed after the events that occurred in her life. She 
became pregnant with demola's child and her educational adventure was truncated. Her Father 
who is highly disappointed and ashamed, treats her with disdain which prompts her wanting to 
take her life but survived miraculously and later given the opportunity to go back to school after
her safe delivery of her daughter, Mouritha.

*Demola Diran: A 200-level university undergraduate.
Raised in a wealthy home by MR and MRS Diran.
Whose parents didn't perform their duty, to see to the wellbeing of their child, not only financially 
and materially but also physically and psychologically.
They never bothered to check on him, to know how he was doing or it he had any challenges. 
The irresponsibility of his parents made him turn to his friend for help, who then persuaded him 
to engage in different despicable acts like smoking, also drugging and charming keziah then 
raped her. His friends finally succeeded in luring him into cultism that later cost him his life.

*Stella (Keziah's roommate):_ When the rape incident happened with Keziah, Stella was there to 
comfort her, when keziah ran into the room crying. Stella had a similar incident but not with one 
boy but four boys who raped her. Two of which were the pastors sons and the other two, were 
their friends. They hatched a plan and poor Stella entered their trap. The perpetrators weren't 
punished because of the strong
involvement of their parents and influential elders of the church. Stella and her family relocated 
but the damage had already been done and she was scared for life. She hated and blamed God 
for what happened to her, she stopped praying and going to church also.
She dabbled into all forms of immorality until when she had a nightmare and encounter with God, 
setting her in the right direction and then later gave her life to Christ. She told her story to Keziah 
to encourage and comfort her.

3. POINTS OF DIVERGENCE BETWEEN THE WRITTEN
AND THE FILM VERSION. 

There are major plot and characte radiustments in the film in relation to the storySome parts and 
scenes of the original story were left out of the movie.
The movie added some plot points that was not in the orig inal book version I liked the film 
version than the writte n version better because the movie was a lot different tha n the book in 
details, events that occurred, and characters actions. The details were very good in the film, but 
were n ot as good in the book. The film explains things a lot more than the book does. This might 
be because you can see ex actly what happens in the film, and you have to visualize w hat 
happens in the book. But when I read the book, the cha racters in the book are not described as 
well as in the film.
In the book I visualized them more different and not as exciting as the movie.




