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 Good Morning Sodom by Solomon A. Edebor
Good morning Sodom centers majorly on the actions of two students of Mayflower University, Keziah and Demola, which resulted in drastic consequences that ruined their lives. The actions of these two students led to their tragic downfall in the play. There are several thematic preoccupations present in the play and they include:
1] POOR MONITORING OF STUDENTS BY THEIR PARENTS AND SCHOOL AUTHORITIES: this is a very important theme in the text. The tragic events like Demola’s death and Keziah’s pregnancy could have been well avoided if proper monitoring was carried out. In the first scenario, Mrs Richards should have advised her daughter against making unwarranted visits to the house of male friends. This would’ve prevented Keziah from visiting Demola in a secluded place alone and also prevented the assault from happening. The university should’ve also restricted students from leaving the university premises unnecessarily by setting curfews, asking for their purpose of leaving school, etc. Another scenario is the initiation of Demola into the Red Shadows cult group. This scene took place on the grounds of Mayflower University which is not supposed to be so. Security officials can have prevented such from happening by surveying bushy areas at night and even daytime. Strict laws should have also been placed against cultism. This way, so many life-changing events may have been avoided.
2] PEER PRESSURE/INFLUENCE: peer pressure has always been perceived in a bad context. In the play, there are positive and negative peer influence. In the play, there is no proof that Demola was interested in Academics but he visits the library occasionally and he also attends classes regularly because of Keziah. He also attends classes regularly in hopes that he might run into Keziah. Ovie, Bunmi and Keziah are also positive influence on each other because they attend classes together. On the other hand, the negative aspect of peer pressure is the movement where Keziah is pressured to drug Keziah in order to have his way with her. Also, when Demola was feeling remorseful of his actions towards Keziah, he is pressured by K.K to sniff an unknown substance “…to banish your sorrow and guilt…”[Pg39]. He was also pressured into joining a cult group known as the Red Shadows which eventually led to his death. 
3] DETERMINATION AND HARDWORK: keziah shows a very high level of determination, hardwork and focus towards her studies. Regardless of all the distractions coming her way, she is still focused towards her studies. The first time Demola approaches her, she makes it known to him that she is on her way to the library. Also in movement three, Demola is worried as to why Keziah was not present in the class, knowing fully well that she wouldn’t miss a lecture willingly. In the first movement, Keziah narrates to her mom how exams are fast approaching but she promises to do her best. Ovie and Bunmi are also agents of hard work and determination in the text. They are seen attending classes regularly and focusing on their studies. This shows just how high they hold their academics.
4] IGNORANCE: As smart as Keziah was, she was ignorant of some facts that could’ve saved her from her tragic downfall. It is no news that after one has been sexually assaulted, one should seek medical assistance where necessary tests would be conducted to prevent pregnancy, prevent infections and also serve as evidence for litigation. And also, after an incidence of sexual assault, especially one of such capacity like rape, one should report to the necessary authorities. In her case, she could have reported to her university officer or the guidance counsellor who will take necessary legal actions. 

CHARACTERIZATION.
Solomon A. Edebor made ambient use of some characters in the book to evoke emotion and also make the book indulging to a reader. Some of the characters include;
1] KEZIAH: she is the only child of Mr & Mrs Richards. She is smart, responsible and hardworking. She was also a student of Mayflower University until she left due to pregnancy. She is also respectful towards her elders. This is seen in movement one, when she addresses her mother’s driver, Olumide as Uncle Olumide regardless of his position. She is also relentless, because despite Demola’s several attempts at wooing her, she refused his advances towards her. She was very focused on her academics. Although Keziah is smart, she was naïve and ignorant enough to go to Demola’s house alone. 
2] MR RICHARDS: He is the father of Keziah and the husband to Mrs Richards. He is a medical Doctor. When Keziah returns home pregnant, he confronts her harshly about it and does not give her the audience to explain herself. Throughout Keziah’s pregnancy, he is spiteful and bitter. As in movement 16, he refuses to acknowledge Keziah as his daughter anymore saying “… as a matter of fact, she ceased to be my daughter that very day she brought shame on this family...”[Pg55-56]. He instantly feels remorseful when he picks up a suicide note written by Keziah. He immediately regrets his past actions as he read through the note. Also, when he and his wife were waiting for the doctor’s report, he was praying to God to spare his daughter. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3] DEMOLA: Demola is another major character in the play. He is dark and handsome.  He is pressured by his friends to commit various atrocities like sniff cocaine, rape Keziah, join cult and so on. He regretted his actions but his friend K.K   He was unfortunately killed in a gunshot fight with another cult group.  



After careful scrutiny of the film version of GOOD MORNING SODOM as against the published book, both by Solomon Edebor, there are several points of divergence between the two forms. They include;
1] In the book, the first movement precisely, Keziah was described as medium height and fair in complexion. In the film, keziah was a dark and short.                                                                                                                                          2] In the book, Demola was said to be handsome but in the movie, he was not as handsome as emphasized in the book.                                                                                                                                                                                       3] In the film production, Demola and his friends were seen initiating new members into their cult group. But in the book, Demola and a few other people were being initiated into the group.                                                          4] In the book, movement 3 to be precise, Dr Yusuf was seen giving a lecture without any interruptions as in contrast to the movie where two students came late for the lecture and he dismissed them from the class.                                                                                                                                                                    5] In the book, Keziah name her new born baby Mouritha in the book and Heritage in the film.                                       6] In the film, the shooting scene in movement 9 of the book was overlooked.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
