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ASSIGNMENT

1.AttemptanincisiveinterrogationofSolomonA.Edebor'sGoodMorning,Sodom,underscoringatleast

fiveunderlyingthematicthruststhedramaengages.

2.AttemptdetailedcharacteranalysesofanythreecharactersinSolomonA.Edebor'sGoodMorning,

Sodom.

3.WhatarethepointsofdivergencebetweenthepublishedandthefilmversionofGOODMORNING,

SODOM?



ANSWERS

1.ANINCISIVEINTERROGATIONOFSOLOMONA.EDEBOR'SGOODMORNING,SODOM

Basedonmyanalysis,"GoodMorning,Sodom"bySolomonA.Edeborappearstobeacompellingplay

thatraisesimportantissuesandchallengessocietalnorms.Itisathought-provokingandintensedrama

thatexplorescomplexissuessuchaspowerdynamics,genderinequality,self-deception,substanceabuse,

consequences,andredemption.Theplay'ssocialcommentaryonthesetopicsseemstobeitsmain

strength,asitbringstolighttheharshrealitiesofsocietyandtheneedforchange.Hence,an

underscoreofthethemesportrayedintheplay;

THEMES

POWERANDCONTROL:

Thedramashowcasestheabuseofpowerandcontrol.DemolauseshispositionofauthorityoverKeziah

todrugandsexuallyassaulther,whileMrsRichardsexertsherdominanceoverherhusbandtosuppress

hisdesiresandcontroltheirmarriage.Thesepowerdynamicsleadtoharmfulconsequencesandtheloss

ofagencyforthevictimizedcharacters.

GENDERINEQUALITY:

ThedramahighlightsthegenderinequalityprevalentinsocietythroughtheexperiencesofKeziahand

MrsRichards.Keziahisavictimofsexualassaultandherdignityistakenawayfromherbyamanwho

believeshehastherighttodoso.MrsRichards,ontheotherhand,isexpectedtoconformto

traditionalgenderrolesandsuppressherdesiresandambitionsforthesakeofherhusband'sego.Both

womensufferduetothesocietalnormsthatrestricttheirfreedomandopportunities.



SOCIALCOMMENTARY:

Thedramaservesasacommentaryonsocietalissues,particularlytheprevalenceofsexualassaultand

genderinequality.Itbringstolighttheharshrealitiesthatexistinsocietyandtheneedforchange.

Thecharactersandtheirexperiencesserveasareflectionofthesocietalstructuresthatenablesuch

injusticestopersist.

 SELF-DECEPTION:

Thedramaportrayshowcharactersdeceivethemselvesintothinkingthattheiractionsarejustifiedor

acceptable.DemolaconvinceshimselfthathisactionstowardsKeziahwerenotintentionalandthatheis

sorryforwhathappened.MrsRichardsconvincesherselfthatsheissatisfiedwithhertraditionalgender

roleandthatitiswhatshewants.However,theiractionsandtheconsequencestheyfaceprove

otherwise,highlightingthedangerofself-deception.

SUBSTANCEABUSE:

ThethemeofsubstanceabuseisexploredthroughthecharacterofDemola.Theplayhighlightsthe

dangersofsubstanceabuseandthenegativeimpactitcanhaveonindividuals,bothphysicallyand

mentally.

CONSEQUENCES:

Thedramashowshowtheactionsofthecharactershaveconsequencesthattheymustface.Demola's

actionsleadtothelossofKeziah'strustandtheendoftheirfriendship,whileMrsRichards'

suppressionofherhusband'sdesiresleadstohisinfidelity.Theconsequencesoftheiractionsshowcase

theimportanceofaccountabilityandresponsibilityforone'sactions.



 REDEMPTION:Thedramaalsoexploresthethemeofredemption.Thisisseenintheway

Demola'scharacterarcdevelopsoverthecourseoftheplay.Throughhisexperiences,hecomesto

realizethegravityofhisactionsandseekstomakeamends.Theplayhighlightstheimportance

oftakingresponsibilityforone'sactionsandseekingredemption.

2.CHARACTERANALYSISOFKEZIAH,DEMOLA,ANDMRSRICHARDS 

KEZIAH:

KeziahisastudentatMayflowerUniversitywhoisinherlateteensanddescribedasamediumheight,

slightlyrotund,andfair-skinned.Fromherdialogueandactions,sheappearstobeanobedientchild

whovalueshereducationandfamily.Sheisstudious,hardworking,andseemstobewell-behaved.

However,sheisalsojudgmental,andherdisdainforherroommates'lifestyleisevident.Sheisexcited

aboutherfather'ssurprisegift,andthisshowsthatsheiseasilypleased.Keziahisalsonotvery

assertiveandmaybeeasilyinfluencedbyothers. Keziahiseventuallyseentobeastrong-willed

characterwhoisnotafraidtostandupforherself.SheconfrontsDemolaforhisactionsanddemands

thathetakesresponsibilityforhisactions.Thisshowsthatsheisacharacterwhovaluesherdignity

andiswillingtofightforit.SheisstilldeeplyaffectedbyDemola'sactionsandisunabletoforgive

him.Thisrevealsherstrongsenseofjusticeandherinabilitytoletgoofpastwrongs.Keziahisa

characterwhohasbeenthroughtraumaandhasemergedstronger,althoughstillgrapplingwiththescars

ofherexperience.



DEMOLA:

Demolaisatall,dark,andhandsomeyoungmanwhoappearstobeinterestedinKeziah.youngmanwho

appearstobeinterestedinKeziah.Heisseentryingtogetherattention,eventhoughsheappearsto

bebusy.Demolaispersistentandpatient,indicatingthatheiswillingtowaitforKeziahtogivehim

someofhertime.Heisalsoobservant,asheseemstoknowaboutMrsRichards'visittotheuniversity,

eventhoughKeziahdidnottellhim.Demola'sintentionstowardsKeziaharenotexplicitlystated,but

hisactionssuggestthatheisinterestedinaromanticrelationshipwithher.Heisshowntobe

knowledgeableaboutlinguistics,asheadvisesKeziahonhowtoapproachaquestion.Demolaalsohasa

senseofhumor,asseenwhenhejokesaboutKeziah'seyesight.However,heisalsoshowntobe

somewhatpushyinhisadvancestowardsKeziah,despiteherreluctance.Demolaiseventuallyseentobe

acharacterwhoseactionsaredrivenbyhisselfishdesiresandlackofempathytowardsothers.He

deceiveshisfriendintostealingavaluablewatchsothathecansellitandmakeaprofit.Thisshows

thatheiswillingtomanipulateothersforhisowngain.HedrugsandrapesKeziah,displayinga

completedisregardforherautonomyandwellbeing.Thisactionrevealsadeeplydisturbingaspectofhis

personality,onethatiscapableofcausingharmtootherswithoutanyremorse.isconsumedbyguiltfor

hisactionstowardsKeziahandseekssolaceindrugs.Thisrevealshisinabilitytotakeresponsibilityfor

hisactionsandhispropensitytoseekescapethroughharmfulmeans.

MRSRICHARDS:

MrsRichardsisKeziah'smother.FromherconversationwithKeziah,itisevidentthatsheisacaring

andsupportivemotherwhoisinterestedinherdaughter'swell-being.Sheisalsooptimisticabout

Keziah'sacademicprogressandencourageshertokeepstudyinghard.MrsRichardsishonestand

straightforwardwithKeziah,informingherthatherfathercouldnotmakeittotheuniversitydueto

workcommitments.Shealsopromisestobringasurprisepackagefromhim,indicatingthatshevalues

familybonds.MrsRichardsiseventuallyseentobeacharacterwhorepresentstheoldergenerationand

thesocietalnormsthattheyuphold.ShejudgesandcondemnsDemolaforhisappearance,revealingher

prejudicestowardspeoplewhodonotfitherideaofwhatarespectablepersonshouldlooklike.Sheis



unabletocomprehendKeziah'sexperienceandchoosestosidewithDemola,revealingherprejudices

towardspeoplewhodonotfitherideaofwhatarespectablepersonshouldlooklike. 

3.THEPOINTSOFDIVERGENCEBETWEENTHEPUBLISHEDANDTHEFILMVERSIONOFGOODMORNING,SODOM

The2014filmadaptationofSolomonA.Edebor'splay,GoodMorning,Sodom,helmedbydirectorStanley

Ohikhuare,dutifullyupholdsthefundamentalthemesandplotoftheoriginalwork.Nonetheless,there

areseveralconspicuousdivergencesbetweenthetworenditions.Firstly,whiletheplay'sformatconsists

ofasequenceofinterconnectedvignettesthatscrutinizediverseaspectsofNigeriansociety,thefilm

followsamorelinearnarrativestructure,chroniclingHaggai'sstruggleswhileinhabitingLagos.Secondly,

thefilmintroducesfreshpersonasandalterscertaincharacterizationsfromtheplay,MamaRisi,for

instance,beingrelegatedtoaminorcharacterinthemovie,whereasHaggai'sroleisconsiderably

enhanced,andhisbackstoryismoredeeplyexamined.Thirdly,whiletheplayemployssatire,humor,

andironytolambastNigeriansociety,thefilmtakesonamoresolemntoneandfeaturesasleeker

visualstyle.Lastly,theplayoccursindiverseLagoslocations,eachpresentingadifferentfacetof

Nigeriansociety,whereasthefilmisprimarilysetinaLagosslum,exploitingittoexposethegrim

realitiesoflifeinLagos.Despitethesedeviations,thefilm'suniquefeatures,includingitslinear

narrativestructure,anddifferentcharacterizations,establishitasadistinctiveworkapartfromthe

play,whilestillretainingitsoverarchingthemesandplot.

 

 


