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COURSETITLE:USEOFENGLISH
 
ASSIGNMENTQUESTIONS:
1.Attemptan incisive interrogation ofSolomon A.Edebor’s Good Morning Sodom,
underscoringatleastfiveunderlyingthematicthruststhedramaengages.
 
2.AttemptdetailedcharacteranalysisofanythreecharactersinSolomonA.Edebor’sGood
MorningSodom.

3. Whatarethepointofdivergentbetweenthewrittenandthedramaversionof
SolomonEdebor’sgoodmorningsodom.

 
 
ANSWERS.
1.Somethemesthatcanbefoundinthisplayinclude:
i.ThemeofPeerPressure.
ii.ThemeofBadParenting.
iii.ThemeofCultism.
iv.ThemeofDeath.
v.ThemeofLove.
 
THEMEOFPEERPRESSURE.
PeerPressurecanbebestdefinedasafeelingthatonemustdothesamethingasother
peopleofone’sageandsocialgroupinordertobelikedorrespectedbythem.Thisisthe
caseofDemolaintheplay,GoodMorningSodom.Demolawaspressuredintojoiningthecult
group,RedShadowsConfraternitybyhisfriendKKallbecausehewantedtohaveawaywith
Keziah.ThisactpromptedDemolaintojoiningthecultandthatledtohisuntimelydeath.Also,
KeziahneverwantedtogotoDemola’sapartmentinthefirstplace.Butwithtime,shebegan
tosoftenuptohim duetothepressureshegot from herfriends,OvieandBunmi,whoare
alsohercoursemates.AnotherplacewherethethemeofPeerPressurecanbefoundinthis
playiswhenKKpressuredDemolaintodruggingKeziah.andalsohow KKconvincedand
pressuredDemolaintolivingoffcampus.
 
 
THEMEOFBADPARENTING.
BadParentingcanbedescribedaswhentheparentsofaparticularwarddoesnotpeform
theirparentaldutiestowardstheupbringingoftheirward.Thiscanhavealonglastingimpact
onthechild’slife.Thiscanalsogreatlyaffectthechildwhenheorshebeginstogrow.Thisis
due to the factthatthe child did notgetthe majororcorrectwords ofadvice or
encouragementfrom hisparentswhilegrowingup.Thechildthenbeginstoseekthesethings
orwordsfrom anoutsider.ThethemeofBadParentingintheplaycanbebestexplainedwith
Demola’slife.DuetothefactthatDemola’sparentswereonlyconcernedwiththefinancial
partofhislife,thatiswhyhewaseasilyconvincedandluredintothesecretcultbyKK.
Towardstheendoftheplay,itisseenwhereEng.andMrs.Diranareregrettingtheiractions
intheirson’slifeandhowtheycouldhavebeenmoreinvolvedintheirson’slife.
 
 
THEMEOFCULTISM.
Acultisasecretsocietywhichisnotopentoeverybody.Cultism isanactofbelongingtoa



secretcultinaneducationalinstitution.Thesecultmemberscometogetherfoecertain
purposesthatmightnotbeapproved byotherpeople.Mosttimes,theyusedangerous
weaponsto killorharm rivalgroups.Cultism alwayshasamajornegativeimpacton
individualsandonthesociety.Cultsusemanipulativetacticstorecruitmembersandthen
theyhavemaximum controlovertheirlives.ThisisspeciallythecaseofDemolaintheplay.
HewasheavilyconvincedbyKKtojointhecultgroupthatledtohisdemise.Thethemeof
Cultism isveryvitalandimportantinthisplaybecauseitispracticallywhatledtotheclimax
ofthePlay.ThenameofthecultgroupintheplayiscalledTheRedShadowsConfraternity.
Majorityofthemembersofthiscultgrouplosttheirliveswhentheyattackedtheirrivalgroup
andthatwaswhenallthingswereletlooseintheplay.
 
 
THEMEOFDEATH.
Deathcanbedefinedastheendofanorganism’slife.Itisanaturalpartofthelifecyclethat
canbeverydifficulttodealwithespeciallywhenithappenswithsomeonewereallycare
about.Intheplay,GoodMorningSodom,thedeathofDemolaandothercultmembers
briughtaboutrealization,regret,griefandmanyotheremotions.Itistruethatdeathisnatural,
butthatofDemolaisveryfarfrom naturalbecausehewasunintentionally/accidentallyshot
byhisownfriendandfellowcultmember,KK.ThedeathofDemolamadehisparentsrealize
howabsentthey’vebeenintheirson’slife.However,thisshouldhonestlystandoutasaneye-
openerformustAfricanparentstoalwayskeepakeeneyeontheirwards.
 
 
THEMEOFLOVE.
WhatisLove?Loveissaidtobeacomplexemotionthatcantakemanydifferentforms.Love
canalsobereferredtoasafeelingofdeepaffectionandconnectiontoanotherpersonor
one’sself.Theformsinwhichlovecantakeinclude;romanticlove,platonicloveandfamilial
love.Now,inthisplay,wecansaythatwhatDemolahadforKeziahcanbereferredtoas
romanticlovebecausehistypeoflovecamewithadesireforclosenessandattraction.Ifthe
loveDemolahadforKeziahwastrue,hewouldwaitforittocomenaturallyinsteadofgoing
theextramilebydruggingher.Also,thethemeofLovecanalsocomeinwiththetypeoflove
Keziah’sparentshadforher.Inasmuchasshedisappointedthem withthepregnancy,they
stilldidnotgiveuponher.Thisshowsunconditionallove.
 
 
2.Somecharactersintheplay,GoodMorningSodom bySolomonA.Edeborinclude:
i.Keziah
ii.Demola
iii.Stella
 
KEZIAH
KeziahRichardsistheprotagonist/maincharacteroftheplay.Sheisafemaleundergraduate
ofMayflowerUniversitywhereshestudiesEnglishandLiteraryStudiesalongsidesomeher
coursemate,Demola,OvieandBunmi.Sheistheonlychildofherparents,Mr.AndMrs.
Richards.SheisroommateswithStellaandMmaobi.SheisverydevotedtoGodandisalsoa
straightAstudent.Sheisalsoofveryclosecontacttooneofherroommates,Stella. Inthe
play,sheisconstantlydisturbedbyDemolawhoisoneofhercoursemates.Demolaclaimsto
loveKeziahandendsupdrugginghertorapeherwhenshecomesoverforatutorialathis
apartment.Afterthisincident,Keziah’sfatherwasverydisappointedwithherandthismakes
hertoattemptsuicide.Sheisalterrecoveredandthisiswhenshefacestheunconditional
loveofherparentsandfamily.Keziahendsuphavingadaughter,MourithaforDemolawho
meetshisuntimelydeathinacultshootout.
 
 
DEMOLA
DemolaDiranisoneofthecharactersoftheplay,GoodMorningSodom bySolomonA.
Edebor.JustlikeKeziah,heisalsoanEnglishandLiteraryStudiesundergraduatestudentin



theMayflowerUniversity.Heisalsoanonlychildtohisparents,Engr.andMrs.Diran.His
parentsdidnotreallyplaytheparentalroleinhislife.Theyonlyfocusedonthefinancial
aspectwhichmostlyhadtodowithprovidingwhateverheaskedfor.Theydidnotnecessarily
droptheadvisesaparentwouldgivetheirundergraduatechildandthismadeiteasyforKKto
lureDemolaintodruggingKeziahandjoiningthecultgroup.Demolalatermethisdeath
towardstheendoftheplayatacultshootoutwherehim andmostofhisfellow cult
memberswerekilled.
 
 
STELLA.
Stella(hersurnamewasnotmentioned)isoneofKeziah’sroommatesinMayflowerUniversity.
SheisadevotedChristian.JustlikeKeziah,sheloveseverythingthathastodowithGod.She
wasabusedbyherPastor’ssonsandtheirfriendatage14andthishelpedhertobuilda
reallystrongfoundationinthepresenceofGod.ShewastheonewhocomfortedKeziahwhen
shewasrapedbyDemolaandshealsotoldKeziahherstory.Stellawasofreallygreathelpto
theprotagonistoftheplay,Keziah.

3. ThepointofdivergentbetweenthewrittenandthedramaversionofSolomon
Edebor’sgoodmorningsodom are;

Themainpointofdivergencebetweenaplayandawrittenplayisthataplayisintendedtobe
performedonstage,whileawrittenplayisintendedtoberead.Aplayisaform oflive
entertainmentthatismeanttobeexperiencedbyanaudienceinaspecifictimeandplace,
withactorsbringingthecharacterstolifeonstage.Awrittenplay,ontheotherhand,isa
literaryworkthatismeantto beread inaprivatesetting,withthereaderusing their
imagination to visualize the characters and setting.While a playis designed to be a
collaborativeeffortbetweentheplaywright,director,actors,andaudience,awrittenplayisa
solitaryexperiencethatreliessolelyonthereader'sinterpretationofthetext.
Additionally,aplayoftenincludesstagedirectionsandotherinstructionsfortheactorsand
director,whileawrittenplaymayincludemoredetaileddescriptionsofthecharactersand
setting.

1.Setting:Inthewrittenversion,theauthorcandescribethesettingindetail,whereasinthe
dramaversion,thesettinghastobeconveyedthroughtheuseofscenery,lighting,andsound.

2.Dialogue:Inthedramaversion,thedialoguehastobewritteninawaythatsoundsnatural
whenspokenaloud,whereasinthewrittenversion,thedialoguecanbemoreliteraryand
poetic.

3.Characterization:Inthewrittenversion,theauthorcanuseinteriormonologuesandother
techniquestoexplorethecharacters'thoughtsandfeelings,whereasinthedramaversion,
thecharacters'emotionshavetobeconveyedthroughtheiractionsanddialogue.

5.Audience:Inthedramaversion,theaudienceisresentandcanreacttotheactiononstage,
whereasinhewrittenversion,thereaderisasolitaryobserver.

6.Interpretation:Inthewrittenversion,thereaderisfreetointerpretthetextintheirownway,
whereasinthedramaversion,theactors,director,andothercreativeteam membershaveto
interpretthetextandbringtheirownvisiontotheproduction.

Thesearejustafewexamplesofthedifferencesbetweenthewrittenanddramaversionsof
"GoodMorning,Sodom


