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DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF MIGRATION STUDIES

What is Migration?
Migration is defined as the movement of man, goods and services from one location to another. It occurs on a daily basis which may involves temporary or permanent change of location within or outside the country. Migration results from the people’s response to possible dissatisfaction with their present location and to an area of possible opportunities at the other end (Adebayo & Bankole 2005). Human migration is the movement by people from one place to another with the intention of settling temporarily or permanently in the new location. The movement is typically over long distances and from one country to another, but internal migration is also possible. Migration may be individuals, family units or in large groups. Migration studies is more complex than birth and death  

Migration can be defined as a form of relocation diffusion (the spread of ideas, innovations, behaviors, from one place to another) involving permanent move to a new location. The reasons that people migrate would be due to push and pull factors. Push and Pull factors are forces that can either induce people to move to a new location or oblige them to leave old residences; they can be economic, political, cultural, and environmentally based. Push factors are conditions that can drive people to leave their homes, they are forceful, and relate to the country from which a person migrates. A few example of push factors are: not enough jobs in your country; few opportunities; "Primitive" conditions; desertification ; famine/drought ; political fear/persecution ; poor medical care; loss of wealth; and natural Disasters. Pull factors are exactly the opposite of push factors; they are factors that attract people to a certain location. Examples of these push factors are job opportunities; better living conditions; political and/or religious freedom; enjoyment; education; better medical care; and security. To migrate, people place so attractive that they feel pulled toward it.

Nomadic movements are normally not regarded as migrations as there is no intention to settle in the new place and because the movement is generally seasonal. Only a few nomadic peoples have retained this form of lifestyle in modern times. Also, the temporary movement of people for the purpose of travel, tourism, pilgrimages, or the commute is not regarded as migration, in the absence of an intention to settle in the new location.

Migration has continued under the form of both voluntary migration within one's region, country, or beyond and involuntary migration (which includes the slave trade, trafficking in human beings and ethnic cleansing). People who migrate into a territory are called immigrants, while at the departure point they are called emigrants. Small populations migrating to develop a territory considered void of settlement depending on historical setting, circumstances and perspective are referred to as settlers or colonists, while populations displaced by immigration and colonization are called refugees.

The level of migration has a significant implication on the population growth pattern of a settlement which directly depends on the availability of transportation, communication and natural resources.  Generally, some people choose to migrate, eg someone who moves to another country to enhance their career opportunities. Some people are forced to migrate, eg someone who moves due to war or famine.
Types of Migration

Globally, in migration studies there are two major types of migration; they are: international migration and internal or domestic migration. Moreover, any of this migration type can either be voluntary or involuntary migration.

International Migration: This is a type of movement occurs when migrant travelled from one country to another country for various reasons ranging from search for better life, education, medical, business, religion, political or institutional, leisure and tourism reasons among others. Usually, international migration involves migrant to crossing international border or boundary in order to carry out their obligations. For instance, movements from Nigeria to Canada, America to Nigeria and Ghana to London etc. are examples of international migration.

Internal Migration: Internal migration is a multi-nomenclature movement; it can also be referred to as national or domestic migration. Internal migration as the name implies internal, it is a type of movement migrant embarks upon within the country or state, it does not necessarily involved migrant crossing international border. In other words, this type of movement is domestic in nature. For instance, movement from ado Ekiti to Lagos, Abuja to Lagos Port Harcourt to Kaduna, Oweri to Maiduguri etc. are few examples of internal migration.   
Forms of Migration

Broadly speaking migration can be viewed from two major perspectives namely; Voluntary migration and involuntary migration
· Voluntary Migration: This is the type of movement that is deliberate and well planned by the migrant. It is usually an orchestrated attempt on the part of migrant to relocate to a new location or destination either in search of green pasture, educational, medical, tourism and leisure or conference, seminar and workshop. This movement can also be based on religion purposes. This form of movement is widely practice across the globe.

· Involuntary Migration: This type of movement, the migrant has little or no time to plan their movement. Involuntary movement usually forces people to a new location as a result of political instability, war, famine, crises and also environmental hazards among others. Migrant have no prior knowledge of their destination before departure.  
CATEGORIES OF MIGRATION

Weather migration is voluntary or forced they fall under the fall under any of these major forms as found in many parts of the word. This are:

1. Rural – Rural Migration

2. Rural – Urban Migration

3. Urban – Rural Migration

4. Urban – Urban Migration

1. 
Rural – Rural Migration

This occurs when people move from one area to another in search of better fertile land for cultivation or to assist in farm works. This is common among when a lot of youths move from the middle belt to the cocoa growing area of western Nigeria or when migrants move from the yam growing region of Abakaliki and Afikpo. Some Igbo people also migrated to work in the cassava farms of Calabar, Akmpa and Odulpani (Udo 1983).  

2.     
Rural – Urban Migration

This involves large scale movement from one rural area to another town, city or urban centres. In fact, in developing counties this contributed significantly to the process of urban development. The state capitals and local government headquarters have acted as an impetus for rural urban drift. This are the centres of employment opportunities as well as where basic facilities such as pipe borne water, electricity, social life and education can easily be attainable.  
3. 
Urban – Rural Migration

This kind of migration seldomly occurs as most people prefer to stay in towns. It is usually the old (retiree) that are mostly found in this category. Some government workers even when posted to the rural areas find themselves back to the urban centres because of isolation and dullness perceived in the rural areas.

3.   
Urban – Urban Migration

The urbanites prefer to move from one particular urban area to another for more economic prosperity. They tend to pursue a more robust and attractive as well as better opportunities in the urban centres of attractions. It is however common to see people to drift from major commercial and urban centres such as Lagos, Ibadan among others to city and urban areas like Abuja, Port Harcourt and the likes; usually from one state capital to another in search of business opportunities and contracts 

TERMINOLOGIES USED IN MIGRATION STUDIES

Emigration – This is when someone leaves a country (origin) to another country (destination) for a better reason known to him. Such person is referred to as an emigrant. 
Immigration – this is the process when someone enters a new country after fulling of the migration laws and policies of the host country, however we have people who migrated into a country without passing through the right migration process. All migrant into the country irrespective of their status are generally referred to as an Immigrant.

A refugee is someone who has left their home and does not have a new home to go to. Often refugees do not carry many possessions with them and do not have a clear idea of where they may finally settle.
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