[image: image1.png]AFE
Q %ﬁ#ﬁ%sum)

KM. 8.5, AFE BABALOLA WAY,
ADO-EKITI, EKITI STATE, NIGERIA.
PM.B 5454 ADO-EKITI.





COLLEGE OF SOCIAL AND MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM AND EVENTS MANAGEMENT

COURSE TITLE: THEORIES OF HUMAN MOVEMENT 
COURSE CODE: TEM 106

THE CONCEPT OF SPATIAL INTERACTION
Spatial interaction is referred to as the dynamic flow process from one location to another. It is a general concept that may refer to the movement of human beings such as intra-urban commuters or intercontinental migrants but may also refer to traffic in goods such as raw materials or to flows of intangibles such as information. While the origins of the term may be traced to French geographers of the early twentieth century, Edward Ullman’s; in 1956, Edward Ullman’s in his work “Geography as Spatial Interaction” which has now become a choice concept cited in seminal, conferences and workshops. Based on his conception there were “three bases for spatial interaction” or more fundamentally, three reasons for why things move: 
1. Complementarity
2. Intervening opportunity
3. Transferability
COMPLEMENTARITY
Complementarity refers to the presence of a demand or deficit at one location and a supply or surplus at another without which there is no economic rationale for any movement. A workplace such as a factory or office tower is an example of a place with a demand for labor while a residential neighborhood provides a source of workers. A sawmill requires logs while a forest provides them. From the realm of physical geography, wind is the flow of air between complementary atmospheric zones: from a high pressure cell to a low pressure cell.

The complementary surplus-deficit relationship is commodity-specific, and if the deficit is precisely specified, the direction and distance of movement will depend on the location where there is a surplus of just that kind of good. David Ricardo’s classical economic concept of “comparative advantage” provides a relative measure of the degree of economic complementarity between two countries based on their opportunity costs. All other things being equal, one nation will export goods to another nation when it can produce a unit quantity at a lower relative cost than the importing nation. In a similar vein, John Dunning’s eclectic theory of foreign direct investment predicts that foreign investment will take place when a firm in one country has such a powerful “firm-specific advantage” that it can overcome the barriers to entry in a foreign country market in which there is a “location-specific advantage” in factor costs such as land, labor or capital. Thus foreign direct investment flows from regions with a surplus of capital to regions with a capital deficit, creating the international ownership lineaments that make-up the multinational corporation.
Hence, an area must complement the other; there must be a demand and supply in another end. For purpose practical illustration, if we assume there are two settlements A and B, settlement A is complementary to settlement B if the demand of settlement A can be met in settlement B. for instance, settlement A produces farm implement such as cutlass, hoes, plough and other machineries and settlement B is endowed with fertile agricultural land and the occupation of people in the area is predominantly agricultural activities and farming, hence, farming tools will be need for cultivation. Therefore, if these farm tools are only obtainable in settlement A, settlement B will have to interact with settlement A to obtain the farm tools. In this case, settlement A is complementary to settlement B.

INTERVENING OPPORTUNITY

Intervening opportunity is one of the bases for interaction although it typically is considered as the reason for a lack of interaction between two complementary locations. Complementarity will only generate a flow if there is no intervening, or closer, location. The flow of goods that would otherwise occur between two complementary; locations may be diverted to a third location if it represents an intervening opportunity: a closer complementary alternative with a cheaper overall cost of transportation. However, Ullman noted that the trade diverting effect of an intervening opportunity could eventually facilitate interaction between more distant complementary locations. In his example, the nearest (intervening) source of logs would justify construction of a short logging railway from the mill to the forest resource and when it was harvested, the railway would be extended to the next intervening opportunity and so on until it ultimately reached a more distant complementary location. Flows to the more distant complementary location might never have been established had the transportation infrastructure not been constructed in a series of incremental extensions to a series of intervening opportunities.
Before a settlement A can successfully interact with settlement B, there must absence of intermediate area point between settlement A and settlement B that can favourable act as alternative area point to settlement B. For purpose illustration, if settlement A and B produces cutlasses and hoes and there is another settlement C that needs these farm tools. If settlement B is located in between settlement A and C. Settlement C may not be complementary to settlement A because the demand of settlement C can be met in settlement B.

TRANSFERABILITY

Transferability refers to the cost of overcoming distance measured in real economic terms of either time or travel cost. The cost of overcoming distance is known as the “friction of distance.” If the friction of distance is too great, interaction will not occur in spite of a complementary supply-demand relationship. Friction of distance depends on prevailing transportation technology and the price of energy. In general, the friction of distance has decreased over time which is the prime factor in globalization and the emergence of megacities. Daily commuter flows, for example, are always subject to a travel time constraint with two hours being a typical maximum for the one-way daily journey to work. High-value, low-weight goods such as jewelry are imminently transferable and exported on a global scale while heavy, low-value goods such as concrete blocks are usually used very close to where they are produced.
In addition, transferability takes two forms (Economic and Physical); transferability relates to the easy or possibility of movement of an object from one place to another. There are three major factors of transferability: cost of transport, price of the goods and law concerning the movement of the goods. There may be no interaction between two places even though there is complementarity and absence of intervening opportunities if the cost of transport between the areas is unbearable, the price of the goods to be demanded is unbearable and if there is a law restricting the movement of population to the goods concerned.  
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