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VEGETATION

Vegetation is the living mantle which covers most of the land surface of the world. On the other hand, it is refers to as the intermediate link between physical geography, economic and human geography. Also, vegetation may be defined as an association of phenomenon where plants cover grows together in a particular habitat. Usually, there are two types of vegetation. Natural vegetation and man-made vegetation. Natural vegetation is that type where plants are not planted by man but grown naturally as a result of physical environment. On the other hand man-made vegetation is that type where man has removed all the original plants and sown others in replacement. It is often refer to as re-afforestation.

The various plant associations owe their nature to the interaction of different climate such as heat, light moisture and winds with other factors, particularly surface relief and soil cover. This condition impact a special character and distinctive appearance to a particular association of plants. It is possible to distinguish area of the world which have broadly similar plant association, called vegetation regions. 

  Classification of world vegetation

Tropical Rainforest

They are predominately evergreen vegetation creating mainly trees of numerous species which are more luxuriantly than those in other climatic region.

Trees are found with large buttress roots and thick and usually little under growth. There are presence of heavy rainfall all round the year and high temperature are responsible for these distinct characteristics. Usually there is competition for sunlight which accounts for the tallness of the trees e.g Iroko, cedar, teak, walnut, mahogany, obeche, and palm trees among others.

The Savannah/Grassland Vegetation

They are usually found at about latitude 5014 and sow of the equator. They are predominately located in central and southern Africa inland area of west Africa and the brazillian plateau of south America. In the grassland vegetation the main plants species is grass, usually tall trees are few and scattered. This scattered tree shed leaves during the dry season

Types of savannah vegetation

1. Guinea savannah- Kogi, Niger, Kwara

2. Sudan savannah- Sokoto, Kano, Taraba

3. Sahel savannah- Maidagari, Adamawa
 Desert Vegetation 
They are ususally without plant covers as a result of continuous high or hot temperature. The precipitation in this region is very low for a long period of time. Most often, there are occasional rainfalls or rainstorm. The presence Oasis in these areas makes water available for plant growth. In the desert vegetation two classes of plants are found; ephemeral and perennial plants.

Ephemeral: are those that covers tp light   as a result of irregular and occasional shower of rain they have short life eg. And can withstand long drought and can easily dispersed by wind.

Perennial plants: they have many ways of sustaining the drought so that they do not drought. Cactus plants has succulent stem which aid storage of water and the stem has thick, glossy or waxy  stem and spines. They have deep tap root which enable them to top water from the soil. 

Mountain Vegetation

This type of vegetation are found on the slopes of mountains depend on its location and latitude of the mountain. Thus, at the foot of the mountain, these may be vegetation of tropical rainfall which changes first to savannah than to grassland.

The Monsoon Vegetation

The monsoon vegetation there is a considerable variety of monsoon forest which corresponds to the variation in rainfall amount of the monsoon climate and never evergreen because of less tall tree and less dense forest formation eg. India, south and central china, south and east Asia, Vietnam, Thailand etc.   

Factors Affecting Vegetation Growth 

Climate factor: high temp with a corresponding rainfall lead to sparse vegetation are with rainfall pattern have different vegetation due to temperature of the area
1. Climatic factors: the most important factors affecting vegetation growth include temperature, humidity, precipitation and wind. Of all these factors temperature and precipitation are those which plants needs for their growth. High temperature in a place and without a corresponding increase in the rainfall will lead to sparse vegetation. Hence, for any hot land to have thick vegetation it must have a heavy and well distributed rainfall throughout the year. Area with light or moderate rainfall will produce grassland or resulting into desert.

2. Edaphic factor: These include all soil factors. The type of soil in an area affects the rate of percolation. Sandy soil is coarse and as such possesses large pore space which allows water to pass through, similarly clayey soil has fine particles and bound together. It has a little pore space which allow a very little water to pass through and loamy soil which has both properties of sandy and clayey soil. Hence soil type determines the type of vegetation in an area.

3. Geomorphic factor: this factor are more concerned with landform especially the gradients in regions of high lands the slope have more run-off than in plant areas. The steeper the slope the more the top soil is eroded leaving the area less fertile.

4. Biotic factors: this are related to the living organism especially human and animals owing to production pressure, human being in a quest for food cut down the natural vegetation and plants their crops. Man also plant trees in the forest and planting introduce foreign plants to an area Neem (Dogoyaro) used for curing malaria.   
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