NOTE: Read the two analysis on the poem and make your own informed appraisal.                                       
ODE TO AN ADOLESCENT NATION                                           

ANALYSIS 1
       


ODE TO AN ADOLESENT NATION

                                                    Call the prisoner.







   


JUDGE: Nigeria; age 28 last birthday.







Sex; male, too frequent









                                   Complexion; light dark to dark dark




`


Religious persuasion: all roads lead to heaven







alias; Giant of Africa










alias; Big brother










alias; Bufo Africanus.










You stand accused 










of embezzling God’s gracious gift








abusing your human resources









squandering your inheritance 









borrowing on no assets for no need








chaining your grandchildren to the cent








living a life of absolute decadence







causing affray and grievous bodily harm








bribability and corruptability









moral insufficiency and real inefficiency 








lack of all the sights 








 

-foresightr, hindsight, insight









except incite which you use to wicked end 







and worst of all











you stand accused of 










pride in your nothingness 









and grandeur in your delusions 









_a weel known psychiatric malady 






                  how do you plead?
NIGERIA; 
innocent guilty











your worshipful holiness

JUDGE; 

innocent guilty ? 










whats that ?


NIGERIA; 
guilt out of innocence










I’m only 28, my lord










a minor in the league of nations 








a juvenile, a child, a sapling.









I’m innocent in my guilt










childish pranks, 











teething problems, 










youthful exuberance


JUDGE; 

silence in court

NIGERIA; 
objection











a traditional court, 










a London court 











or sharia court ?

JUDGE;

overruled 











you have started again 










add “confusability” to the charge

NIGERIA;
confusability ? 

JUDGE; 

yes 












simple things made complex. 









Complex things made impossible 








innocently guilty or guilty innocent. 








Both are guilty guilty

NIGERIA; 
objection! 

JUDGE; 

“objection !”  “objection !” 









Did you  “objection !” 










when 2/3 of 19 became 12 2/3 ?








every einstien expressed envy. 









The computer could no longer compute 








did you “objection” 










when 53 suitcase passed 









through the eye of the needle 









and 317 “Olympians” brought  









17 tones of excess baggage 









but no medallion ? 










when 2.8 billion in oil money missed monitoring ?






when health care eluded the common man? 







And education became a political weapon ? 







when cutoff points left goats in school








and the gifted at home ?  









when railways rotted and rusted ?








when your people dinned from dustbins ?







and kwashiorkor came calling on the kids?

NIGERIA ;
Stop! Stop!

JUDGE; 

The case is cast-iron 

NIGERIA ; 
Ajaokuta- a success 

JUDGE ; 
Stronger than steel

NIGERIA ; 
rolling mill -a success     









JUDGE ; 
a capital crime

NIGERIA ; 
Abuja – a success 

JUDGE ; 
Newsworthy 

Nigeria; 
Iwopin paper mill – a success 

JUDGE ; 
Defend your self

NIGERIA ; 
I’m very young, only 28










in my infancy, the 60’s 










I was boisterous, not riotous 









light-fingered not a thief









generous not corrupt 










in my juvenile days, the 70’s 









I was better, not incorrigible                                                                     




a spendthrift, not an embezzler      








a sprayer, not a squanderer 









in my young days, the 80’s









I was more professional, not profligate








politically naïve not insanely selfish 








not bent on bankrupting, just banking the budget   

JUDGE ; 
who built 22 toll plazas with 78 million ? 

NIGERIA ; 
I did, but ……..

JUDGE; 

who sent 317 observers to the Olympics ?

NIGERIA ; 
I did but …….

JUDGE; 

who bought a fifth presidential  plane for 180 million?

NIGERIA ; 
I did but……

Judge ; 

who provided education without learning ?

NIGERIA ; 
I did but ……

JUDGE ; 
who provided super protection only for the upper crust?

NIGERIA ; 
I did but…..

JUDGE ; 
who allowed harming robbery for the rest ?

NIGERIA; 
I did but ……

JUDGE ; 
who provided health without healing ? 

NIGERIA ; 
I did but ………

JUDGE ; 
where is a boarding pass reserved for the highest bidder ?

NIGERIA ; 
Here but …….

JUDGE ; 
where are they  kobowise? 

NIGERIA; 
Here but ……..

JUDGE ; 
and koboko crazy? 

NIGERIA ; 
here but …………..

JUDGE ; 
where are values valueless ?

 NIGERIA ; 
here but ………

JUDGE ; 
but what ?

NIGERIA; 
but……….but………but……….

JUDGE ; 
you see 











 no defence 











the case is closed 










the finding is guilty










the sentence is …..

NIGERIA ; 
Judge and jury ?

JUDGE ; 
you do it daily 











so why complain?










Okay, speak before sentence is passed 

NIGERIA; 
I’m young , young, young 

JUDGE ;
 
youth is no protection










if you were human 










at 28 you would have graduated 








from the cane to remand home 









to police cell to prison










probably for life

NIGERIA; 
have mercy, mercy.

JUDGE ; 
did you have mercy?  










Run over a goat, get jailed donkey years








2,000 naira’s scant compensation








for 7 years pre-trial incarceration 








steal 4 million, get a medal, become a minister







No. Mercy is not one of your virtues








You are sentenced to eliminate 









poverty, pestilence, penury









your sentence is to 










resist corruption, avarice, greed 








resist bribery, robbery  and indolence








resist rigging, raiding, rancour 









resist stealing and spraying









forty-four billion dollars gone in four years







only a foolish child does not learn to save 







your sentence is to 










serve yourself as a nation









spend the country’s money on the people , and 







save the children

NIGERIA; 
No! No!












that’s  too much, masochistic 









for how long must I chastise my self ?

JUDGE;
 
for one year











you are so great in potential









that one year 











of total goodness 










total commitment 










and total honesty 










will bring water, electricity, 









health, roads and education

NIGERIA; 
just one year?

JUDGE; 

Nigeria, you are sentenced to one year








of total goodness 










failure to do this is fatal to your nationhood 







will you fail?











NIGERIA; 
I’m still young, inexperienced









I’ll only be 29 next year 

JUDGE; 

excuses, excuses










A fool at 28………..

 BACKGROUND OF THE POET/ POEM

Tony Marinho is a gynecologist and obstetrician by profession in Ibadan, Nigeria.  He went to St Gregory’s college Ikoyi Lagos where he became the Head Boy in 1967. He is a medal winning graduate of university of Ibadan where he was regularly stage at the Arts theatre. He served the youth corp. in plateau state where he wrote his first book- the victim.

He did post graduate training at the university college hospital, Ibadan. From there he spent all his working life in and around Ibadan, as associate lecturer and consultant gynecologist.   

 But he has maintained a lively interest in literature.  He has played an active role in the Association of Nigerian Authors and is the author of several books for children, novels and two collection of poetry.

He is a social critic, writing regularly in the press on issues and addressing public for a around the country and abroad.  He is the author of three novels namely the victim, deadly cargo and the epidemic. There are two others awaiting the mercies of SAP! His social commentaries often appear on the pages of sketch and guardian. Tony Marinho lives in Ibadan with his wife and three children. He founded and runs with other like minds an education and health youth bases NGO called Educare Trust.

                                                     ANALYSIS OF THE POEM

This poem is narrated in form of a court sentencing. There is a judge and a young defendant Nigeria who is 28 years old. The judge starts by listing out Nigeria’s qualities and aliases, and then proceeds to list out the charges that have been brought against him, among which are embezzlement, decadence, human right abuse, corruption, moral insufficiency and worst of all, pride in his  nothingness.

Nigeria pleads youth and innocence when he is asked to defend himself; he said ‘I am only 28, my lord, a minor in the league of nations, a juvenile, a child, a sapling’. How can he be expected to do what is right? He objects, but the judge point out that he did not object to several crimes such as misappropriation of funds, the dilapidated education and health care system, the policies engineered  to favor members of the ‘upper class’ 

Nigeria defends himself further by highlighting some of the projects it successfully executed such as Ajaokuta mills, Iwopin paper mills, but all these are nothing to speak of today. The Judge cites more instances of decadence and grave injustice in the judicial system and Nigeria finally stutter into a realization: there is no defense for all he has done and allowed. He is found guilty and sentence to a year of service and goodness: serve him faithfully for one year and see how mush greatness can be achieved

                                            THEMES OF THE POEM

Abuse of resources: in this poem, the accused who is called Nigerian, who is praised by the judge in his first argument that he is blessed with abundant resources that could be used for the development of the society rather it has been misused thereby leading to un development in the society. Nigeria is seen to abuse human and natural resources such as gas, oil, minerals, and iron and so on by the poet. In this poem it can be seen that one of the crimes committed by Nigeria is that of embezzling God’s gracious gifts…………. Borrowing assets for no need which can be seen in line 9-12. This crimes cause by Nigeria causes high rate of poverty, suffering, bad roads, unemployment and many more social instability.

Negligence: this is when a duty of reasonable care is breached causing damage. In this poem Nigeria has neglected its responsibility, to protect and provide for its citizen, instead it is concerned with taking the people’s money without performing its function which is providing for the basic need of the citizen which is food, employment, shelter and so on and improving their welfare of citizens and the economy of the country as a whole. This is why the judge sentenced him to one year of total goodness, total commitment to serve the nation well.

Blame- shifting: this is act transferring responsibility of an error or problem to another person or shifting. Even when Nigeria was proven guilty of all the crimes committed, he still had excuses that he is only 28, a minor in the League of Nations………. Youthful exuberance. Line 32-38. The judge got angry of these excuses and told him if he were human he would have graduated from the cane to remand home, to police cell to prison probably for life. Nigeria shifted the blame for its ineffectiveness and negligence of duty on its age, his age has everything to do with its inexperience and when he gets older things will change for good.

Not ready for a change: Even after been sentenced to one year of total goodness and given a second chance to be upright and perform its duties he is not still ready to change and he said he is still young and he will only be 29 the following year, this can be seen in the second to last stanza of the poem, even after being told the consequences of his action will be fatal to his nationhood. Instead of Nigeria to change its ways for its people instead it is not looking at their angle which shows their suffering instead it looking at his angle which shows pleasure and so on.

                                             LANGUAGE AND STYLE 

The poet expresses the crimes of the accused in a simple, understandable way. The language used is casual. The language the poet used is also authoritative from the judge angle and pitiful from the accused angle. The poet also made use of good and rich English. He also made use of a question and answer form in the poem to show the misappropriation of funds nature of the accused who is Nigeria. 

The style of the poem as expressed by the poet is in form of a court sentencing which is a conversation between the judge and the accused who is Nigeria

                                        POETIC DEVICES 

1) Setting:  the temporal setting of the poem is post colonial period because Nigeria said its only 28 so the setting is after the British had left and the spatial setting of the poem i a court

2) Mood: the mood of the poem is tense. Since the atmosphere of  a court sentencing is usually tense, because individuals don’t know the judgment that is going to be passed  

3) Tone: the tone of the poet is argumentative 

4) Personification: this is transferring of human nature or characteristics to inanimate objects. This is used from the beginning to the end of the play

5) Irony: this refers to the opposite of what a person means. The court proceedings is an irony of what an actual court proceedings is

6) Oxymoron: this is placing side by side two contradicting words. Example seen in the poem is  innocently guilty line 27, 29 and 51

7) Allusion: this is a figure of speech that gives a reference to an already existing work or fact outside the poem. This can be seen in line 55-71

Repetition: it is repeating words, phrases or lines in a poem to show emphasis or improve the rhythm. this can be seen in line 51,
ANALYSIS 2
POET’S BACKGROUND

This beautiful literary work of art was written by a gentle man named Dr. Anthony Marinho.

He was born in Dublin; Ireland. He lived in London briefly and then permanently settled in Nigeria. 

He is a practicing obstetrician and gynaecologist in Ibadan, Nigeria. he attended St. Gregory’s college Ikoyi Lagos where he was the Head boy in 1967. 

He is a medal winning medical graduate of the University of Ibadan where he was regularly on stage at the Arts Theatre. he served youth corps in plateau state where he wrote his first book- the victim. 

He did post graduate training at the university college hospital, Ibadan. From there he spent all is working life in and around Ibadan, an associate lecturer and consultant gynaecologist. He has played an active role in the association of Nigerian Authors ant the author of several books for children, novels and two collections of poetry. 

He is also responsible for writing a play: ‘WhyUI?’ This was successfully performed at the Arts, theatre, University of Ibadan in 1999. He is a social critic. he writes on issues both home and abroad.
He has a website which contains various articles as well as frequently uploaded short stories, poems, and articles written by him for his regular weekly column in Nigeria Newspaper publications. 

He is admired and praised by most Nigerians for his bluntness and contribution to the development of Nigeria. 
POEM’S BACKGROUND 

This poem was written when Nigeria was age 28 precisely in the year 1988. This was the time or era of military rule. Gen. Ibrahim BadamasiBabangida popularly known as IBB by the masses of Nigeria was the Military head of state during this period.

IBB was born on the 17th of August 1941. He ruled Nigeria on 27th august 1985, when he overthrew Major General MuhammaduBuhari in a coup. Until his departure from office on 27 August 1993, having annulled the elections that held on June 12 that year. General Babangida was a key player in most of the military coups in Nigeria. (July 1966, February 1976, December 1983, August 1985, December 1985 and April 1990).

This is an evidence of severe human rights abuses during his regime.

During the military regime in Nigeria, one would see clearly that there was mis management of resources, for the roads were bad, government schools were not properly maintained thereby providing low quality education for children who are supposed to be the leaders of tomorrow, poor health care was rampant in government hospitals. There was food in the nation but not among the masses. Kwashiorkor was on almost every child due to lack of proper nutrition. 

The people in power were power-drunk to the extent that they lost their priorities and the people, who were meant to be top on their list, were not even on their list at all. It was more like a competition amongst themselves. 
These governments were recorded as the worst in the history of Nigeria since independence. People often say “Theworst civilian rule is better than the best Military rule”.

Our rights as human beings were violated by the people who are meant to protect us. Nigerians were left in a state of dilemma, not knowing what to do and were to go. The few people who tried to fight and resist this brutal government had to pay for it with their lives. For instance Dele Giwa tried to resist by putting articles on the press and criticising the government but was shut up on the 19th of October 1986 by a letter that contained a bomb in his home in Lagos.

These and more were the dilemmas of Nigerian masses as the government didn’t provide its basic amenities and develop the nation as there ought to.

The people had no choice but to suffer in silence. They were like puppets in the hands of their master. 

ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION.
This poem was written in a dramatic form.The name of the poem in relation to the poem is ironical, in the sense that, the poem was written when Nigeria was 28 yet the poet referred Nigeria which was meant to be  “vibrant youth” at that time, as a resource less adolescent. It exposes the ills and the corrupt practices of Nigeria.

During the course of the poem, one would see that Nigeria as a whole was rich in almost all areas; fertility, reserve, money as well as resources. Nigeria’s main problems were the miss- management of resources, labour as well as potential and also the ineffective government and leaders that ran the state.

POEM IN RELATION TO POLITICAL LIFE

This was evident during the poem as the government through which the state ran could be described only in one word. Corrupt. The government which was meant to protect and provide the basic amenities to ensure the peace and security of citizens were the ones inflicting such pains.

As at the time this poem was written, Nigeria was 28, this time can be traced to 1988,one could note that this period was the period of the military rule, IBB’s rule to be precise. Anyone would tell you that this rule was very brutal and critical on the citizens in the country.  For instance, one couldn’t express himself the way that he wants, there were always irrelevant restrictions for irrelevant purposes.

‘Freedom of speech, I agree, but freedom after speech, I cannot guarantee’. That was the story back then. Living in this environment, the people were always afraid and lived in fear. The people who tried to fight it, paid with their lives. For instance, Dele Giwa, who was murdered on Sunday, 19th October, 1986. This was during the regime of Maj. Gen. Ibrahim Babangida.

Also, Military head of states like Maj. Gen. Yakubu Gowon, who went about giving money to nations who couldn’t pay their workers, instead of saving for the rainy day contributed to the plight. This leaders squandered God’s gift to Nigeria, slowed our developments, embezzled our funds for their personal use, and we cannot deny, that their actions are actually affecting our political systems till tomorrow. 

Nigeria as a whole still suffers, because of their actions

POEM IN RELATION TO SOCIAL LIFE 

The social gap in the county was nothing to write home about. There were different levels as well as different classes. On getting to the county, one could tell the place that was developed, and the place that was not. The developed places were for the rich and the undeveloped was for the poor. The government only attended to the rich because of what they could get from them. Due to this, Nigeria had turned to a place whereby without ‘connections’, one wouldn’t be able to survive. The educational sector is a perfect example. The poem clearly stated here “when cutoff points left goats in school and the gifted at home”. This actually says a lot, for there was prejudice even in schools!

Also, the government only protected and provided for the upper crust in the society, as clearly stated in the poem in line 104.

In essence, there was a bridge or a gap between the people in every area and sphere of the social life of the people. 

POEM IN RELATION TO EMOTIONAL LIFE
The people of the country were depressed. Anyone in their situation would be. Things were not working out for them as it ought to, things were falling apart, the children were not being educated, and husbands came home to meet nagging wives. From the look of things, the people were frustrated and dejected. How could they call their country theirs when things were going bad for them?

How could they go to bed with both eyes closed when they were unsure of then night? 

The people were in a dilemma, they could neither go back nor forth. 

POEM IN RELATION TO PSYCHOLOGICAL LIFE 

Due to the situation of the country, the people living in Nigeria had to change their perspective and views about a lot of things, they began to believe that if you were not corrupt, some certain things would not work for you. This is what the poem is trying to point out when it insinuated the fact that values in Nigeria are valueless. The peoples view has changed to the extent that they no longer had faith in their government. Their government brought no hope or peace like a normal one should, it brought the absolute opposite. 

In essence, the people gave up on the government, and started working on things on their own accord, whether it was corrupt or not. 

In conclusion, the situation of the country, affected the general lives of Nigerians and they could do almost nothing to defend themselves or their rights. Nigeria was rich, but it wasn’t reflecting on the people. 

THEMES: 
1) Corruption: This is the major theme in this poem as clearly seen in the poem. Corruption is a persistent phenomenon in Nigeria. The leaders were corrupt. They embezzled funds, cheated the people of their rights and privileges as masses of the state. The poet also addresses this in the poem. We can see that since the creation of the modern public administration in Nigeria, there have been cases of official misuse of funds and resources. (This can be seen in lines 9-11). 

“Embezzling God’s gracious gift 

Abusing your human resources, 

Squandering your inheritance”

Dishonest and fraudulent conducts by those in power, in order to, acquire personal benefit. “bribability and corruptability” (line16). The rise of public administration and the discovery of oil “2.8 billion in oil missed monitoring?” (line 65 ) and natural gas are two major events seen to have led to the increase in the corrupt practices in the country. 

2) Negligence of the government: the government neglected the people or masses thereby portraying themselves as incompetent and incapable of handling state matters as well as issues. The government showed themselves to be irresponsible as they couldn’t cater for the citizens under them. They neglected their responsibilities. this can be seen in the poem in lines (66-72).

“when health care eluded the common

And education became a political weap

whencutoff points left goats in school


andthe gifted at home ? 

when railways rotted and rusted 

when your people dinned from dustbins? 

and kwashiorkor came calling on the kids?”
The people here are clearly abandoned and dejected, for they lacked the care and love and also the cordial relationship that was meant to exist between the government and the governed.

3) Mismanagement of natural resources:

The natural resources which the poet referred to as ‘God’s gift’ was not properly maintained. They had misplaced priorities. Due to this their people suffered for it. The people were mostly at the receiving end, because whatever happened or went on at the top would take effect on the people. Because of this, there was no development in most places in Ngeria.

.

4) Segregation in the society:

There was an upper and lower class division, separation between the rich and the poor. The rich, as expected, became richer, and the poor also became poorer. They were denied access to good health facilities as “kwashiorkorcame calling down on the kids”. (Line 72). They were also denied proper education.(line 67-69)

“and education became a political weapon

when cut offs left goats in school

and the gifted at home”
And also denied in line 70, (“when railways, rotted and rusted”)their basic rights as citizens. Their rights were not only infringed upon by the government but also by the higher class. The rich were lavishing in wealth while the poor ate from the dustbins.

POETIC DEVICES.

1) Alliteration: 

Line 70, ‘R’ alliterates “when railways, rotted and rusted”.

Also, Line 148“resist rigging, raiding, rancour”
2) Repetition: 

lines 85-95. 

“I was boisterous, not riotous

light-fingered not a thief

generous not corrupt 

in my juvenile days, the 70’s 

I was better, not incorrigible 

a spendthrift, not an embezzler 

a sprayer, not a squanderer

in my young days, the 80’s

I was more professional, not profligate

politically naïve not insanely selfish

not bent on bankrupting, just banking the budget”
3) Personification:

Nigeria as a country is personified. Nigeria is given human qualities and the judge engages in a dialogue with Nigeria as if Nigeria was a person 

4) Irony:

The poem states clearly that Nigeria is 28, which is the age of a youth and yet, the poet still refers to him as an adolescent. 

5) Enjambment

This is used frequently. We can see this in lines (8-25)

“You stand accused 

of embezzling God’s gracious gift

abusing your human resources

squandering your inheritance

borrowing on no assets for no need

chaining your grandchildren to the cent

living a life of absolute decadence

causing affray and grievous bodily harm

bribability and corruptability

moral insufficiency and real inefficiency 

lack of all the sights

-foresightr, hindsight, insight

except incite which you use to wicked end 

and worst of all

you stand accused of

pride in your nothingness 

and grandeur in your delusions 

_a weel known psychiatric malady”
Also in lines (60-64)

“when 53 suitcase passed

through the eye of the needle

and 317 “Olympians” brought 

17 tones of excess baggage”
 We also see enjambments in lines (138-155)

“Run over a goat, get jailed donkey years


2,000 naira’s scant compensation

for 7 years pre-trial incarceration

steal 4 million, get a medal, become a minister

No. Mercy is not one of your virtues

You are sentenced to eliminate 

poverty, pestilence, penury

your sentence is to 

resist corruption, avarice, greed,

resist bribery, robbery  and indolence

resist rigging, raiding, rancour 

resiststealing and spray

forty-four billion dollars gone in four years

only a foolish child does not learn to save

your sentence is to

serve yourself as a nation

spend the country’s money on the people , and 


save the children”
6) Historical allusion 

We see this as ‘Nigeria’ brings back history in lines ( 84-93) 

“I’m very young, only 28

in my infancy, the 60’s 

I was boisterous, not riotous

light-fingered not a thief 

generous not corrupt

in my juvenile days, the 70’s”

7) Oxymoron:

This is putting two contradicting statements together

“Line 27”

“innocent guilty”

8) Rhetorical Question:

This is seen in lines 68-72

“And education became a political weapon ?

whencutoff points left goats in school

and the gifted at home ?  

when railways rotted and rusted ?

when your people dinned from dustbins ?

and kwashiorkor came calling on the kids?”
9) Synecdoche:

This is represented here by using Nigeria to represent all the leaders. 

10)Symbolism: this poem symbolises the contemporary Nigeria. it represents every activity that goes on up till date.

SETTING:

West Africa; Nigeria.The court to be precise.

TONE:
The poet uses a strict but corrective tone.
MOOD:
The writer is indifferent.
LANGUAGE:

Simple

