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COMPATRIOTS!
NOTE: Read the two analyses on the poem and make your own informed appraisal.                                       

BACKGROUND OF THE POEM
The poem “Compatriots” by Tanure Ojaide is used as a vehicle of political mediation and social control. He uses the poem to expose the socio-cultural and political dilemma in his Niger Delta landscape. The Niger Delta region of Nigeria suffers great social deprivation, political marginalization and economic alienation in spite of its abundance of natural resources. The problem of the Niger Delta is further complicated by an instituted economic conspiracy of the moribund Nigerian civilian and military regimes and the various exploiting multinational oil companies. 

Tanure Ojaide’s poetry no doubt serves as a framework for a discursive understanding and analysis of the Niger Delta and its historical as well as contemporary woes. The first stanza of the poem talks about how they have taken most of what they have and left them with nothing. Oil being the money of Nigeria which is majorly gotten from the Niger Delta has been taken away from them and he described themselves as eagles that have been brought down as well as fallen irokos. He says that they have been incapacitated.

An articulation of historical contradictions is expedient for a clear understanding of any discussion on the development of the Niger Delta region. Colonialism and the domination of the region by the exploiting multinational oil companies on the one hand, reinforced by the gluttony of the successive political structures/strictures in Nigeria (the military in particular) are historical antecedents that have provoked the contemporary Niger Delta discourse.

What we term the Niger Delta; here is a product of the abundant endowment of natural resources in the region versus the inordinate quest of an imperial force for wealth and materialism at the expense of the former. This in turn is colonialism born out of capitalism and breeding oppression.

The poem was written during a period where those in power had discovered the importance of the oil and other resources found in the Niger Delta area of Nigeria. Following this discovery, these leaders set out to exploit the people and make as much profit as they can to feed the stomachs, thereby abandoning the people of the Niger Delta to suffer from the loss of their resources. Ojaide, as a member of the Niger Delta area is deeply pained because of all him and his people have lost and the destroyed state they have no choice but to live in. He uses this poem, “Compatriots” as well as other poems to show his disappointment in the fact that such destruction should come upon a state because they have the most used resource in the country. He is disappointed that the state which is supposed to be treated specially is exploited, destroyed and left to remain in underdevelopment.

BACKGROUND OF THE POET
Tanure Ojaide was born and raised in the Niger Delta area of Nigeria. He received a bachelor's degree in English at the University of Ibadan and completed both his M.A in Creative Writing and PhD in English at Syracuse University.
Ojaide is a Fellow of Writing of The University of Iowa and has won many poetry awards including the Commonwealth Poetry Prize for the Africa Region (1987), the All-Africa Okigbo Prize for Poetry (1988, 1997), the BBC Arts and Poetry Award (1988) and the Association of Nigerian Authors Poetry Award (1988, 1994, and 2003).

He taught for many years at The University of Maiduguri (Nigeria) and is currently Professor of Africana Studies at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, where he teaches African/Pan African Literature and art.

He has read his poetry, which can be described as a blend of oral traditions and modern techniques, in parts of Europe, Africa and the Americas. His poetry has been translated into Chinese, Dutch, French and Spanish.

Ojaide can be called a social crusader, who resists the various exploitative issues in the Niger Delta. The condition of social injustice and destruction in Nigeria obviously led poets in the like of Ken Saro-Wiwa and Tanure Ojaide and other human rights activists from the region endeavour to resist. Tanure Ojaide shows his resistance through his poems, one of which is “Compatriots” which shows how the destruction in the Niger Delta is caused not by foreigners but by fellow countrymen who are supposed to be building the state for the larger good of the whole country. 
The Tale of Harmatan (Kwela/ Snailpress) is his fifteenth collection of poetry. Other poetry collections by Ojaide include: Labyrinths of the Delta (1986) and  The fate of Vultures (1990).
SETTING
The basic setting of the poem is the Niger Delta area of Nigeria. This is the spatial setting of the poem. The temporal setting of the poem is the post-colonial period in Nigeria, more specifically the military regime headed by General Sani Abacha. The Niger Delta region of Nigeria suffers greatly socially, politically and economically despite its many resources. This problem occurs in Nigeria not because of foreigners but because of the fellow countrymen in positions of power, as well as various multinational oil companies just out to exploit the state. 

SUBJECT MATTER

Essentially, the subject matter of the poem is PATRIOTISM AND SOCIAL DESTRUCTION. The poem compatriots by Tanure Ojaide as a whole encircle the misplacement of unity, loyalty and patriotism in the creek areas of Niger Delta and by extension Nigeria. In the poem the nation is being held captive by the machinations of the poet’s worst enemies who are the brotherly oppressors and patriots in reverse order usurping the pride of their land in clandestine gatherings and impoverishing their fellow countrymen. They are the devilish exploiters that would easily sacrifice the honour and pride of their country, represented by the land and the National Anthem for their own interest:

            “They cashed on the absence of stars

              To supplant the land of its proud name

              They cashed on the eclipse of the sun

              To change the love anthem into a rampage drum” 

These villains couched under the term compatriots are against nation building and social integration and are seen as operating in the dark. They are seen as savages that have constituted themselves into a comprador class, sharing in the profits which imperialism drains from Africa. They operate in the dark symbolizing their evil intentions. 

              “As soon as they had their hold on the land 

                 They upset the custom of truth”

The death and death of patriotism encircles the poem and runs through its lines. This subject matter communicates the poet’s anger, disappointment and psychological Frustration all in one he also talks about the country he once knew to the helpless geographical frontier it has become.

               “Priest without a creed,

                 See nailed to their shrine doors

                 Forged tablets of faith”

Though they assume the mantle of preachers, they have not the least sense of moral commitment towards the homeland and its people as they have betrayed the holy cause of independence. They manipulate of their artful strategies as well as conspiracies. They engineer in collaboration with colonizers. They violate social values and would only care about milking the treasures of their homeland. Thus the death of patriotism

               “My worst enemies my compatriots”
THEMES
OPPRESSION OF BROTHERS BY BROTHERS/MAN’S INHUMANITY TO MAN

The setting and context of the poem aptly connives with the poet's background to establish the theme of oppression of brothers by brothers or in order words, man's inhumanity to man. The last line of the poem succinctly expresses this, stating that "my worst enemies, my compatriots”. The word compatriot is defined as a fellow citizen or subject: somebody from the same country as another person. This should connote brotherhood and oneness, but the reverse is the case, and the result is a situation of 'dog eats dog'.


The Niger Deltas were first of all subjected to penury. Before the discovery of oil in the area, the economy was supported through fishing. With the discovery of oil, however, poverty, “our bane”, was on the verge of destruction. The proceeds from the oil would be enough to throw a “savage thrust against our bane”. Unfortunately, when the compatriots (the political and economic class) discovered the same, they plundered the land and laid it waste such that the people no longer had anything to defend them against the poverty in the land. As the poet persona said, they “incapacitated the saviour-totem and raised its winghold. They discovered the savage thrust against our bane and turned the phalanges’ lances into mere wooden paddles…” (Lines 3-7).

These elites took advantage of the various means of sharing power and the fact that these Niger Delta people are a minority group to loot the wealth of the country without given anything in return. With their resources stolen from them as well as their water-bodies polluted through oil spills, the people are made subject to penury. Their situation is further aggravated by inadequate education facilities, neglectful environmental pollution laws etc. Through all these, they are handicapped and prevented from utilizing their God-given resources when they needed it most.


This theme can be applied to the Nigerian situation when taken in more general terms. In the Nigerian situation the masses are the oppressed while the political and economic class are the oppressors. The oppressors gain access to the public funds through elections, they however, busy themselves more with diverting the public funds to their private use. Hence, the money which would have been used to better the lives of the citizens and bring them to greater heights is diverted. The citizens suffer even in the midst of plenty. 


Whether in its general sense or its specific sense, the fact remains that the people are being oppressed, not by foreigners but by their own brothers, the compatriots. 
SOCIAL DESTRUCTION OF THE SOCIETY

Also, echoed in the poem is the destruction of the society by the effects of the work of the compatriots. The Niger Delta area was a relatively stable area before the discovery and indiscriminate exploration of oil. When the people languished in penury and were ignored by the government, they took laws into their arms and now, no one can walk on the streets without fear of kidnap or theft. The uprising against the government was the height of the trouble. In short, the once peaceful area has been turned from a place dominated with “the love anthem” into “a rampage drum”. (l.11)
THE GROWING STRENGTH OF THE OPPRESSORS VIS-À-VIS THE DIMINISHING STRENGTH OF JUSTICE
The poet also draws attention to the displacement and adulteration of National heritage and values in subsequent lines of the poem. Justice is not upheld in this poem. Justice connotes fairness or reasonableness, especially in the way people are treated or decisions are made, and this is obviously disregarded in the shoddy way things are done. From the poem, it can be seen that these home-based oppressors are not relenting; instead they are growing from strength to strength. The poet persona’s repetition of “My worst enemies are gathering strength” in lines 1 and 12 emphasize this point. The fact that in lines 20 and 21, the poet persona shows his resistance to the ringing “bells” of these compatriots show that the strength and influence of the compatriots is relentless but no matter how much these bells ring, they will sound dumb to his ears.

 Lines 26 to 31 not only show that these compatriots are gaining strength but also emphasize that the strength that they are gathering is being used in the further destruction of the state. They destroy the state and diminish the strength of justice such that the rogues escape and the people are left incapacitated. In the poet persona’s words:

 
“As soon as they had their hold on the land,

they upset the custom of truth.

Now they have blunted the sacred sword

how will justice be executed 

      when the metal is no longer a blade 


      and the beast escapes communal rage?”
These compatriots are relentless in the massacre they cause and they have extended it to destroying the symbol of unity and pilfering our pride as a nation. This is discussed in the next theme. 
ADULTERATION OF NATIONAL HERITAGE

As aforesaid, the timeless establishments and structures have been and are still being by the compatriots.  The national anthem has turned into a rioting sound that is loud and meaningless.

             “They cashed on the absence of stars

              To supplant the land of its proud name

              They cashed on the eclipse of the sun

              To change the love anthem into a rampage drum” 

 The name Nigeria has been deprived of its proud name. Peace and agriculture the national flag bears has been derided, peace has been turned into war, strife and betrayal while agriculture has turned into scarcity, hunger and impoverishment. They have milked the country dry of its vibrant economic resource that makes it stand among other nations of the world and have constituted themselves as imperialist among us. The poet also uses a symbolic representation of the atrophying nature of the county where he uses the eagle (which represents strength) as being brought down and Irokos (a very strong and aged tree) as being fell on sight. Event the saviour-totem symbolizing the Nigerian flag has been incapacitated) to show they are destroying and taking from the country their home and killing national pride.

               “They not only brought down the eagle

               But fell irokos on sight, incapacitated

               The saviour-totem and raised its Wing hold” (Lines 2-4)
UNDER-DEVELOPMENT IN THE NIGER DELTA

The poet, through this poem, also paints the picture of the underdevelopment of the Niger Delta – to be more specific – and on a more extensive scale, the underdevelopment of Nigeria as a whole. This massive destruction can be seen in virtually all lines of the poem. The people were living well before their untapped wealth was discovered and the scramble for it and the power it symbolized began. In the ensuing fracas, a lot of havoc was wreaked and trouble loomed. Timeless establishments and structures were destroyed and there was general pandemonium. 

The poet persona makes it his point of duty to show the depth of this destruction by our fellow countrymen to the Niger Delta. He talks of how they 


“…brought down the eagle


…fell irokos on sight, incapacitated


 the saviour-totem…turned the phalanges’ lances


 into mere wooden paddles…” (Lines 2-7).  

This destruction has inadvertently led to the underdevelopment of the Niger Delta. It has also caused the citizens of Niger Delta to give up on developing their state, hence in the last stanza, the poet persona sounds defeated.

THE EVIL NATURE OF THE POLITICAL CLASS

The evil nature of the ruling class is also depicted in the poem. Especially in the third stanza of the poem, we see these “compatriots” described as “priests without a creed”. That is, they preach what they do not practice. Moreover, the wanton nature of these men is also revealed. Men who profess and are supposed to be the guardian of the people are “chronic lechers”, that is, sexually debased, and therefore spend their nights with whores while the people languish in poverty. This is not all. Their greed for power and wealth make them so inhumane such that they engage in “ritual murders” and acquisition of charms. Little wonder politics is now referred to as a dirty game. In addition to all these, they are also in pursuance of their own selfish interests only. So, when they had gotten “hold of the land”, they did not care less to upset the truth. They are happy to loot the nation, blunt the sword of justice and “escape[s] communal rage”. No words can describe them better the paradox, “my worst enemies, my compatriots” (Line 32).
FAMILIAR NEOCOLONIALISM

This suggests the fact that the subjects in this poem are being colonized, not by strangers or unknown people, but by people with whom they share history and whose abodes are not far from theirs. The poem in the last line reinforces this idea. It used to be said that colonialists were doing little good and causing multiple havoc, but at a time when this era had been phased out, it is quite surprising that things only became worse than before. These neocolonialists use their familiarity as a weapon to unravel and strike hard at these hapless and helpless people. Lines 1 to 11 (stanza 1) depicts this unfortunate situation.

POETIC DEVICES
Poetic devices are techniques employed by a poet in a poem to beautify and add more understanding to the poem.  In the poem ‘Compatriots,’ Tanure Ojaide employs the following poetic devices.

Repetition: this is when the same line occurs in two or more places, or is used as a refrain in the poem. For instance in lines 1 and 12 where ‘my worst enemies are gathering strength’ are repeated to place emphasis. The intensity and emphasis placed will compel one’s attention.

Alliteration: this is the repetition of the initial and identical (mostly consonantal) sound in two or more words of the same line of a poem. This is shown in lines 15: ‘forged tablets of faith’ and in lines 26: ‘as soon as they had their hold on the land’. The purpose of this is to create lyrical effect to the overall meaning of the poem. The /f/ and /h/ sound is repeated in those lines, respectively.
Parallelism: this is the repetition of some words at the beginning of some lines in a poem. In lines 8 and 10 of the poem, ‘they cashed’ is repeated. Apart from providing musicality to the poem, it is also used to create emphasis.

Rhetorical Question: this is a question which is meant to merely strengthen the point that is being made. It is not meant to elicit an answer. It is assumed that the answer to the question is implied. It is illustrated in

                         ‘where else than their lovers’ bed

                          will hold them at night?’ (lines 17-18) 


‘What does not know their ritual murders;

                          who does not know that they fortify themselves

                          with vicious charms

                          to live beyond their tenure? (lines 22-25) 

  how will justice be executed

                         when the metal I no longer a blade

  

  and the beast escapes communal rage?’ (lines 29-31).

Hyperbole: this is the deliberate use of exaggeration or overstatement for emphasis or to achieve a humorous effect without any intention to deceive the reader or audience. It is seen in lines 2 and 3:


 ‘They not only brought down the eagle

         

  But fell iroko on sight. .....’

Enjambment: this is the continuation of thought and structure of a poetic sentence from one line to the next without a pause. There is a prominent use of this poetic technique in almost all the lines in this poem.

Paradox and Irony: A paradox is a statement or expression which at first seems to be contradictory or senseless but on a closer expression makes more sense. For instance in line 32, the poet persona has come to a resolve which at first looks senseless but from the synopsis of the poem, it is true that his worst enemies are his compatriots.

         Irony is also found in the poem. It is one of the most typical figures of speech in poetry. It is a figure of speech in which the denotative, literal or ordinary meaning of a word or expression is more or less the direct opposite of the sense intended by the speaker. Example of irony found in the poem is in lines 13-16.


‘Priest without a creed,

see nailed to their shrine- door

forged tablets of faith;

see the guardian, chronic lechers.....’

Symbolism: This is used to show an object other than what it represents. An example of symbolism in the poem is found in lines 2 and 3, ‘They not only brought down the eagle but fell irokos on sight’. “Eagle” can be said to represent strength and a state of being lofty. “Iroko” can also be said to represent strength.
Allusion: There is an historical allusion in lines 12-15. The poet alluded to the event in history where Dr. Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the church door as a protest against the wrong doctrines of the priests serving in the church at that time. The poet compares the compatriots – our political leaders – with these priests and their reaction to the “forged tablets of faith”.
LANGUAGE AND STYLE
The language and style of a poem encompasses different things like diction, form, tone, and mood and sentence structure. 
DICTION: This refers to the poet’s choice of words in a poem. The poet’s language can be described as formal, that is, language of the learned, not just anybody can decipher what the poet is trying to say, except people used to the language of the books.  For instance the words used cannot be easily understood by a layman. such words include; ‘incapacitated’ (line3),’saviour-totem’ (line 4),’phalanges’ (line 6). Until these words are looked up in a dictionary, they cannot be understood by a layman.

 Also some expressions were used denotatively in the poem, which made the poem difficult to understand. These expressions require deeper meaning of the poem and analysis of the poem before it can be understood. Such expressions include; ’priest without a creed’, ‘...turned the phalanges ‘lances’. Many words used are also symbolic.
FORM: Like most Nigerian poets, the poem is a free verse. It has no rhymed pattern or rhyme scheme like a sonnet, couplet etc. This is usually the style adopted by most African poets.

Other aspects of the poetic style used in the poem are discussed below.

The poet uses a first person point of view:  this means that the poet persona speaks like he is a part of the poem and is talking from personal experience. This can be seen in his use of “my” in lines 1, 12, 20 and 32. In line 21, he says “I’ll not share in their communion.”
A descriptive style of writing is employed: It is also eminent throughout the poem that the poet creates a picture of what has ensued in the nation by those we call our own that have turned our abode into a disaster just to satisfy their evil and corrupt minds. In the different stanzas of the poem, the poet persona describes what these compatriots have done, the kind of people they are and the situation the people are left to endure being in.
MOOD AND TONE


There are three distinguishable moods and tones in the poem. In lines 1-19, the mood of anger could be discerned. In lines 20-25, the mood of resolution can be discerned – the poet persona resolved not to join him in the activities of the compatriots. While in lines 26 – 32, there is the mood of helplessness as the poet persona laments on the death of justice. The tone of the poem also varied alongside the mood. In lines 1-19 the poet sounded aggressive, in lines 20-25, he sounded resistant, while in lines 26 – 32, he sounded defeated.
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COMPATRIOTS BY TANURE OJAIDE

My worst enemies are gathering strength

They not only brought down the eagle

But felled irokos on sight, incapacitated

The savior totem and raised its winghold,

They discouraged the savage thrust against our bane

And turned the phalanges’ lances 

Into mere wooden paddles…

They cashed on the absence of stars 

To supplant the land of its proud name;

My worst enemies are gathering strength 

Priests without a creed,

See nailed to their shrine-door

Forged tablets of faith;

See the guardians, chronic, lechers

Where else than their lovers’ beds

Will hold at night?

And what a hoax of a vigil!

Let their bells ring dumb in my ears;

I’ll not share in their communion.

What does not know of their ritual murders

Who does not know that they fortify themselves

With vicious charms

To live beyond their tenure?

As soon as they had their hold on the land,

They upset the customs of truth

Now they have blunted the sacred sword

How will justice be executed

When the metal is no longer a blade

And the beast escapes communal rage?

My worst enemies, my compatriots. 

Background of the Poet/Poem
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Tanure Ojaide was born in 1948 to parents of Urhbo indigene in Delta State, Nigeria. He attended Federal Government College in Warri, after which he was opportune to complete his First Degree at the University of Ibadan(U.I) where he studied English Language. He then embellished his academic achievements with a Masters and a Doctorate degree (Ph.D) in Creative Writing from Syracue University in the United States of America(U.S.A). 

His intellectual prowess enabled him to teach at the University of Maiduguri. His career as a teacher and academic scholar, metamorphosed into an appointment as an esteemed professor in North Carolina University at Charlotte. He has not only made an impact abroad but also in his homeland of Delta state as he has been a visiting lecturer and professor at Delta State University, Abraka and Kwara State University, Malete, Nigeria. He is proud of his culture and tradition and depicts this in his poetry by merging Urhobo folklore and Udje in his Poetry. 

His passion for poetry was beyond writing to get appraisal from people of feed his ego. Rather, he used it as a means to educate his audience on the consequential issues that plague the society specifically the Nigerian state. He used various forms of literary devices as well as expressions to vividly describe the pathetic state of the nation caused by cankerworms in form of greed, corruption, apathy amongst other societal vices that have eaten deep into the fabric that is Nigeria. His desire to explicate in a quest to correct them earned him the title of a Socio-political poet. He is also classified as “The alter-native of Nigerian poetry” which Funsho Aiyejina describes as, 

“young Nigerian poets…set to make poetry as relevant to the realitiesof their daily existence as possible: no more pursuit of clever and esoteric lines of Soyinka, the latinate phrases of Okigbo and Echeruo or the Hopkinsan syntax of Clark.”

From the above extract, it can be said that Tanure was passionate about his environment and the society(Nigeria) he lived in and as a result, decided to use poetry as a corrective tool. He soaked himself in the affairs of the state be it political, social or economic. He had a voice and decided to project that voice, through this mirroring device that is poetry. He was able to release literary works that truly emphasized this. They include; The Fate of Vultures(1990), The Blood of Peace and other poems.

His contribution to his field of expertise, earned him numerous awards and prizes of which include;Commonwealth Poetry Prize for the African Region(1987), The BBC Arts and Africa Poetry Award(1988), The All Africa Okigbo Prize for Poetry, Nigerian National Order of Merit Award in 2016 amongst many others. 
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Futhermore, his compilation The Fate of Vultures published in 1990, contained a highly symbolic poem entitled ‘Compatriots’. It is a though provoking piece that intricately discusses Nigeria and the factors that led to her downfall. He traces her present predicament to the harvest of greed and corruption. However, the seeds of such ruthless harvest were planted when she was most vunerable and unaware. He uses the poem to explain that one major vice that has halted the progress of the Nation is corruption. He identifies those so called ‘compatriots’ who rather than have the interest of the nation at heart, delight in her failure. It is a political poem that aims at addressing the harsh realities of our society. 

Themes of the Poem

1. The fall of A Great Nation: The poem vividly depicts the downfall of the great nation that is Nigeria, at her most vulnerable state. How she is stripped of her glory as the ‘savior totem’ theoretically, a savior totem, is a sacred object that is being worshipped and adored. It is made to explain the period of time in Nigeria when she was highly effective and she was the pride of her people. A time when her economy was buoyant and everyone lived in peace and harmony enjoying the fruits of the nation. This vices likely to be in form to greedy politicians, apathetical citizens who have refused to be the definition of true compatriots as well as corrupt officials/personnel. They have ridiculed ‘The Giant of Africa’.
“…turned our phalanges lances into mere wooden paddles”

‘They not only brought down the eagle

But fell land of its proud name’ (line 8-9)

Tanure in the first line expresses how the nation is brought down by the vices or issues that plague it. 
“irokos on sight, incapacitated the savior totem,”( line 1)

2. Helplessness/Vulnerability: The consequence of this ruthless attack on the nation is the helplessness of the nation and its citizens. Being that these ‘enemies’ took advantage of the weaknesses of the systems employed in managing and controlling the nations resources such as Red tapism, carelessness, accountability flaws and the likes. It was during her darkest (eclipse of the sun) that she was stripped of her innocence.
“They cashed time in on the absence of stars” (line 6)

“They cashed in on the eclipse of the sun” (line 10) 

After being stripped of its glory, the nation is left weak and defenseless 

“…turned our phalanges lances into mere wooden paddles”(line 4)

Here, she is no longer as strong as she used to be. Her ‘phalanges’ were well formed to sustain her but these wooden paddles cannot successfully push her forward, it is not so reliable.

3. Greed/Corruption/Dishonesty: The poem is seriously expository when it comes to the manner in which certain vices plagued the nation and caused its dilemma. It goes ahead to identify political leaders or those who hold positions of authority and how most of them have chosen not to leave office to continue to reap where they did not sow. 

“Who does not know that they fortify themselves with vicious charms 

To live beyond their tenure?” (line 23-24)

These persons who have been given the power to take care of the nation, have decided bite the hand that feeds them. They derive pleasure from the wrong they do at the expense of the people and the nation.

4. Hope(the voice of the poet): On the other hand however, there is a cry of hope and the possibility of change or a turn-around

“I’ll not share in their communion” (line 21)

But circumstances prevent this from being a reality.  The pathetic state of the country seems unchangeable and it is likely, that the though light is at the end of the tunnel. People may be reluctant towards making that change.
“Now that they have blunted the sacred sword, how can change be executed?”(ine28-29)

 The people have become apathetical because they believe the nation can never be different and even when they get that opportunity they get carried away and eventually join those who they have longed to bring to justice. Being that the people that make up Nigeria may be skeptical about protecting what is left of her broken pieces and rebuild her in order to restore her beauty, might not be wiling because of how helpless they feel the country is. This, then plight to be prolonged at the detriment of the people as well. 

“When the metal is no longer blade, and the beast escapes communal rage” (line 30)

Poetic Devices

· Imagery: This device awakens the six senses of the audience and aims at creating a vivid picture that will enable the desired audience have a mental picture of what is being described. The following lines in the poem adequately meet this requirement in that the audience can picture the tragedy that has struck the nation;
“Priest without a creed, see nailed to a shrine door” (line 13-14) 
                        “Irokos on sight, incapacitated the savior totem” (line 1)

“See the guardians, chronic lechers…” (line 16)

· Symbolism: This entails that a word or phrase has a connotative meaning attached to it and ought to represent something of importance. The following words and phrases depict this,;

Savior totem/sacred sword/blade – Nigeria in her glory as seen in line one, twenty-eight and thirty respectively.

Irokos/my worst enemies- vices or objects of destruction that has brought this havoc upon the nation as seen in line one

Eclipse of the sun- denotatively, this implies a time in which the sun is covered by the moon and as a result, there is total darkness. Connotatively however, this implies a time in which Nigeria face challenges that mad her vulnerable to attack fueled primarily by corruption and greed.

· Repetition: This is the use of a word or phrase more than once in a poem. This is usually used for emphasis. This is illustrated in the poem with the statement; 

“My worst enemies are gathering strength”

· Rhetorical question: This refers to a question that ought not to be answered but pondered upon by the desired audience. 

“…where else than their lovers bed at night?” (Line 17-18)

“…and the beast escapes communal rage?”(Line 31)

“…to live beyond their tenure?” (Line 25)

· Anaphora: This is the repetition of a word or phrase successively. This is used in the poem;

“Who does not know in their ritual murders” (Line 22)

“Who does not know they fortify themselves…” (Line 23)

· Oxymoron: Here, two contradictory words or phrases are placed side by side.
“My worst enemies, my compatriots” (Line 32)

Compatriots ought to protect the nation so being tagged as enemies is a huge contrast.

Setting of Poem

· Temporal setting: This poem is set in post-colonial Nigeria. 
· Geographical setting:  Nigeria, West Africa.
Language

· The language used in the poem simple yet symbolic. To have a thorough understanding one must reason beyond surface meaning.
Style

· The poet opted for the satirical style of poetry in which he succeeded in exposing societal ills in a quest to put an end to it. He made use of an essential element of satire which is satire from the title of the poem. The content and meaning deeply contrasts with the title ‘compatriots’ as a real compatriot is one who is committed to the growth and development of the society and not the complete opposite.
Structure

· The poem is 32 lines having 3stanzas 
Mood/Tone of poem

· The mood and tone of the poem is both sorrowful and gloomy at once because its describing the fall of a once glorious state.

In conclusion, Tanure succeeded in expressing his sadness about the plight that is faced by his homeland. Though the odds are against him and the virus seems to have penetrated too deep into the harmless victim, he must remain hopeful for a better tomorrow. He opens the eyes of his audience to understand that those who ought to be the guardians of the nation have taken advantage of her. Despite al, her future lies in the ‘True compatriots’ the true guardians.
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