Analysis of Rainbow by William Wordsworth
Background to the Poem: 
Rainbow is a poem that dwells on a reminiscence of the way the rainbow was when  the poet was young  and now that he is old.  Specifically, the poem is trying to  portray the  life of a man who is in love with natural things  like the rainbow, showing, in the process, the relative permanence ascribed to the rainbow, as against man.

Setting: This poem is, perhaps, set in a natural environment where the poet can take a glimpse at the sky uninterrupted, appreciating the splendour of the rainbow. The temporal setting is, perhaps, at a time when the sun shines through the rain (during which the rainbow often appears with its different colours) 
THEMES
The Permanent Nature of Rainbow: Wordsworth’s Rainbow celebrates the permanence of a rainbow with all its beautiful attributes. From the various lines of the poem, it is obvious that the poem is written to appreciate the wonders of a rainbow, particularly evident in how it is not affected (polluted) by the changes in the environment.

Poetic Devices
Language/Diction: The poet employs words and expressions that reinforce how important, stable, beautiful and admirable the rainbow is in the sky. Some of them include: leaps up, so it was, so it is, so be it. The language, of course, is casual/colloquial (simple), yet meaning-effective. 

Imagery: The poet uses sharp images, including: rainbow, Sky, man etc

Symbolism:  The poet uses the rainbow to symbolize a beautiful and permanent thing, unaffected by time or season, which ultimately makes the heart to leap for joy.

Anaphora: 

This is the repetition of the same word(s) at the beginning of two or more lines of a poem.  This is evident is lines 3 to 5.

Enjambment: Lines 1 and 2, and 8 and 9.

Paradox: The Child is father of Man
In this essentially Romantic poem, the poet gives lasting expression to the philosophy that a child’s potentials are a presage of what he would become at maturity. But by the way it is expressed, it conveys, on the surface, the ridiculous and contradictory impression that the child is actually the father of man. 

Structure: The poem is made up of 9 lines,  vivid, short, and meaning effective.
Mood: The poem is meditative/reflective in nature. 
Tone: The tone of poem reveals that the poet is elated. 
