Summary Writing
What is Summary?

Summary can be defined as a brief account of a text, a report, a statement or a passage. It is a condensed form of a longer text which contains its central point, expressed in the writer’s own words. In Adegoju and Mekusi’s (2001: 105) view, ‘summary writing is a graduated form of comprehension where the ability of students to read and understand is tested’. This is because for anyone to summarise a piece of writing or a speech, there is a need for proper understanding of the contents of such speech or writing. As a student, you really need summary skills to succeed in your academic pursuits, especially when it comes to summarising scholarly articles, books, points of views, as well as paraphrasing findings and assertions made by other writers in your research endeavours (Okesipe and Okolo, 2013: 318).

Features of an Effective Summary
i. Comprehensiveness: A summary is said to be comprehensive when it covers all the essential points in the text being summarised. One sure way to achieve this is to identify the thesis as well as all the supporting details a writer has used in developing his or her ideas.

ii. Brevity: A good summary must be brief, though still containing all the vital points stated in the original text. This often involves striping the passage of illustrative and supporting materials or details, among others.
iii. Coherence:  This is an essential quality that a good summary should have as all sentences must be knitted together in a logical manner that the reader can follow. The implication of this is that it is not sufficient for a summary to contain all the main points given by a writer; rather, such points must be sequentially arranged in a logical manner.
iv. Independence: A summary is said to be independent when it is written in the original expressions of its writer. The implication of this is that, as much as possible, the writer of a summary should avoid repeating the exact sentences used in the original text.

v. Objectivity: A good summary must accurately reflect the original author’s ideas as well as his points of emphasis. The implication of this is that you are not expected to bring in your personal comments and opinion, even if you know a lot about the subject of the text. 

Guides to Summary Writing

The following are some of the guides that guarantee great success regarding summary writing:

a. Read the instruction or question and be very sure of what you are expected to look out for in the given passage and jot it down.

b. Read the passage very fast for the first time. This is important so as to have an overview of the passage.

c. Read all the questions on the passage to guide your next reading of the passage.

d. Do a second reading of the passage, at a slow pace, to identify the relevant ideas that form your answers and leave out the irrelevant part(s). 

e. Begin to answer the questions set on the passage thereafter. If necessary you may want to do a third reading. However, you must be conscious of the time given to answer all the questions set on the passage.

f. Examples, illustrations and analogies should be omitted in your answers except where they are germane to understanding the meaning of an argument.

g. Make sure that there is no grammatical/expression error in your answers as such errors can rob you of valuable marks.

h. Avoid verbatim copying or mindless lifting of a sentence that contains element of the required answer from the passage. Only part of a sentence that answers a question could be taken, while any portion that does not have to do with the answer should be avoided as it can rob you of valuable marks.

i. Avoid introducing extraneous materials, whether by including personal comments and opinions or illustrations from the passage.

j. Write your answers in complete sentences, not phrases or clauses.

k. Avoid using preambles in your answers, except you have mastered their usage. 

l. Omit all figurative language.

m. Revise your final answers.

Sample Passage
Read the following passage and answer the summary questions that follow

Yoruba marriage patterns were modified, in some respects very severely, by Islamic and Christian teachings and by Colonialism. Certain Muslim beliefs and practices concerning marriage and family were fairly close to those of the Yoruba. Islam allowed polygamy; it accepted Yoruba concepts of the extended family and lineage; and it authorized some familiar inheritance customs.68 But Islam introduced new patterns in such areas as the categories of relatives whom a person was allowed to marry, the procedures through which marriage was arranged and carried out, child-naming, and circumcision procedures. (Some but not all Yoruba groups had traditionally practised circumcision, for both sexes.) Islam also limited the number of wives a man might have to four, and only if he could support them all and treated them equally. It established firm procedures to be followed before a man could reject or divorce his wife, and it laid down rules for how a woman could divorce her husband. Yoruba Muslim women were not expected to live in seclusion either before or during the colonial period.

Christian conception of marriage had the potential to serve as more powerful agents for change. The Yoruba pattern of a sequence of events between betrothal and the wife’s move to her husband’s house was eliminated in favour of a single church ceremony (though some Christians continued to celebrate the betrothal as well as the official marriage).69 Monogamy was required by the mainstream churches; the children of any subsequent, polygamous marriages were denied baptism.70 Missionaries taught that marriage should be based upon love and companionship between two individuals and must not be arranged by parents without the daughter’s consent.

The impact of those teachings was, however, muted in practice. Not all Yoruba Christians abandoned polygamy. In Lagos, around the turn of the century, an educated, Christian elite composed in part of returnees from Sierra Leone and Brazil but augmented increasingly by local Yoruba held considerable influence.71 Of several hundred male members of that group between 1880 and 1915, only two-fifths were monogamous: the majority had multiple wives. Those men resisted monogamy for several reasons. They said it prevented wives from refraining from sex for several years after the birth of a child, which local culture saw as essential to the health of mothers and babies. Because men could not be asked to forego sex during this period even if women could, husbands would be driven either to have sexual relations with the new mother, damaging her milk, or to fornicate. Monogamy would deprive some women of the chance to marry and have children, their natural calling, and it created a problem about what to do with widows. Western problems like prostitution and female poverty were blamed upon monogamy. When elite men’s complaints achieved no relaxation in the Christian demand for monogamy, many of them formed unsanctioned secondary unions, sometimes with lower-status women. A man could thus enjoy both a Christian marriage with an educated woman who sought a Western, conjugal partnership and a series of non-binding--- and often unacknowledged--- relationships. At least a few educated men and women who opposed monogamy in principle entered into extra-marital liaisons with each other.72 

(Culled from Marjorie K. Mcintosh’s Yoruba Women, Work and Social Change. Ibadan: Bookcraft, 2010: 94- 95).

Questions
1. In five sentences, one for each, state five reasons why a sizeable number of male Yoruba Christians were against monogamy.
2. In one sentence, state the views of the missionaries on marriage?

Suggested Answers

Question 1

a. They saw it as inimical to the well-being of wives who had to continue mating with their husbands without any refrain after childbirth.

b. It encouraged promiscuity
c. It encouraged sexual relations with nursing mothers.

d. Some women would remain unmarried in life.

e. It posed problems regarding how to handle widows.

f. It encouraged prostitution and female poverty.

(Any four of the stated answers would be appropriate)

Question 2

The basis of marriage between two individuals should be agreement, companionship and love for each other.
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